Men Or Women... Ages 15 to 74 


New Limited Sickness and Accident Policy 
Includes $25.00 a Week Payment Features 





Costs Only $15.00 a Year, (Just $1.50 Down Payment) Up to Age 59 
Age 60 to 69—$22.50 a Year @ Age 70 to 80—$30.00 a Year 


(Limit of age at entry, 74 years) 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection against 
financial worries that come when accident or sickness strikes. 
That’s why the reliable North American Accident Insurance 
Company, of Chicago, now has a new improved policy for 
men and women up to 74 years of age. 


If your policy is in effect when you reach age 75, it may 
even be continued to age 80 at no further increase in pre- 
mium and with no reduction in the benefits. 


This is the popular, new “SERIES 550-R” Limited Acci- 
dent and Sickness Policy which is being enthusiastically 
received by both men and women—it pays $25 a week up to 
10 weeks for total disability resulting from certain specified 
accidents and sicknesses; $10 a week up to ten weeks for 
accidents not otherwise covered or excluded including acci- 
dents that happen in the home as well as at work, an ADDI- 
TIONAL $25 A WEEK up to four weeks from the first day 
of disability for accidents requiring hospital confinement 
within 30 days from date of accident. Even for a non- 
disabling accident such as a cut finger you get cash for doc- 
tor bills at the rate of $3 per visit up to $25. In case of 
accidental death within 90 days of the accident the policy 
pays $1,000 cash to your beneficiary in lieu of other benefits. 
Specified air travel coverage also included. Benefits are 
payable for covered accidents occurring after policy date. 


The policy pays $25 a week up to 10 weeks after the first 
7 days of total disability, during which time the Insured 
shall be under the regular care of a physician, and confined 
either at home or in a hospital because of sickness con- 
tracted more than 30 days from the policy date by pneu- 
monia, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, uleer of stomach 
or intestines, and operation for removal of appendix, hemor- 
rhoids, gall bladder, kidney and prostate, and other sick- 
nesses as described in our booklet, “Cash or Sympathy.” 


Policy also has a double indemnity feature covering travel 
accidents. You receive $50 a week if disabled by an accident 
to a bus, taxicab, train, subway or street car, or passenger 
steamship in which you are riding as a fare-paying pas- 
senger. You receive $75 a week up to 4 weeks if the accident 
requires hospital confinement. If such accident results in 
your death the benefit increases to $2,000 in lieu of other 
benefits. 


Best of all the total cost of this policy is only $15 a year 
from ages 15 to 59 years . . . only $22.50 a year from 60 to 69 
years .. . from ages 70 to 80 only $30 a year. Policy is renew- 
able at the company’s option. These rates cannot be in- 
creased by the company because they are set forth in the 
policy and are effective as long as the policy is in force. 


POLICY ALSO PROVIDES A GRACE PERIOD OF 31 
» DAYS FOR PAYMENT OF ANY RENEWAL PREMIUM 
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DURING WHICH PERIOD THE POLICY REMAINS IN 
FORCE. 


Your benefits are never reduced even though you are also 
insured in a Group or other Hospitalization plan. So if you 
are now a member of some worthy hospitalization plan, you 
still need this additional protection. Most people—over 80% 
—are confined at home where hospitalization plans do not 
apply. Or, they are hospitalized for a few days or a week, 
then spend weeks of convalescence at home before they can 
go back to work again. The North American Policy pays 
specified benefits whether you are confined to your home 
or hospital. 


Policy is sold to qualified men and women in all occupa- 
tions except Quarrymen, Underground Miners, Smelter or 
Structural Iron Workers, Longshoremen or Stevedores. 
Retired persons, as well as housewives, are also eligible at 
these same low rates. It does not cover loss sustained out- 
side of North, South or Central. America; Air Travel (unless 
injured while riding as a fare-paying passenger on regular 
commercial airliner operating between definitely established 
airports) ; suicide, while in military or naval service outside 
the United States. 


North American Accident Insurance Company has been 
in business for over 72 years and IS LICENSED BY THE 
INSURANCE DEPARTMENTS OF ALL 48 STATES AND 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Whether you are young or old, male or female, you need 
this sensible, necessary protection. Get full details by writ- 
ing for the revealing booklet, “Cash or Sympathy.” It will 
be sent without charge or obligation of any kind. Write to 
Premier Policy Division, North American Accident Insur- 
ance Company, of Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 607, 
Newark 2, New Jersey. 





| MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET | 


l Premier Policy Division | 


! North American Accident Insurance Co. 
of Chicago 
1 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 607 
| Newark 2, New Jersey 
Please mail me your FREE booklet “CASH or SYMPATHY.” | under- 
stand there is no obligation of any kind. 


in any way. 
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RETIRE .. 
FLORIDA 


Choice Home Sites ¢ Excellent Building 
Conditions « Delightful Year-Round Climate 
¢ Inspiring Christian Fellowship « Chal- 
lenging Winter Bible Conference Program 
e Established 1929 ¢ Full information from: 


GORDON L. PURDY 








“mame PARK-of-the-PALMS ====r: 


KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FLORIDA 
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CHOIR and PULPIT ROBES 
Highest Quality ¢ Low Prices 


Fine tailoring — choice of 
styles, materials and 
colors—children and adult 
choirs. Write for free 
catalog — Save at Hartley. 
RELIGIOUS 


HARTLEY vestments 


1811-Y Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 





















MORE THAN JUST A 
SIGHT SEEING TOUR 
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Bible Lands 


ROPHETIC PILGRIMAGE 


Welcome on board of the 
Bible Lands Prophetic Pilgrimage.. 
As the name Prophetic Pilgrimage 
implies, this will be much more than 
just a sight seeing tour. 

The party will be accome- 
panied by a distinguished faculty of 
Bible scholars, so that at every 
important point in our itinerary, at 
,sea and on land, and especially in 
Jerusalem, the birthplace of the 
Christian movement, where so much 
‘history with reference to eternity 
was made, the tour will take on the 
«character of a Prophetic Congress 
with a well planned program of lect- 
ures and discussions bearing on the 
very lands and scenes we shall be 
visiting. 

Great things are in store for 
the members of the Pilgrimage. 


Early Reservations Advisable 
5 WEEK TOUR + INCLUSIVE COST $1,495 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
WINONA LAKE INDIANA 
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(Contributions may be sent to AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC., Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, New 


(ADVERTISEMENT ) 


A Miracle in the Field of Evangelism! 


My dear Christian Friend, 


I have such good news to tell that I have chosen this means to share it with as 
many Christians as possible. I can hardly contain myself for joy at the wonderful doors 
the Lord is opening. Newspapers in all the leading towns of Greece are accepting weekly 
Gospel messages as paid advertisements—most of them to appear on the front page— 
at the unbelievably low cost of from $5 to $12 a message. What a miracle—to reach 
the whole nation through its own newspapers each week! It is estimated that each 
newspaper will reach 50,000 readers, and that through this medium we can penetrate 
nearly all the 7,000 villages of Greece—something which it would take generations for 
Gospel workers to do. Yet we can do it immediately. Every week you and I can enter 
nearly every Greek home with the message of the Gospel. I know that in your love for 
the Lord and the souls of the 8 million people of Greece, you will rejoice at this 
opportunity of reaching them for Christ. 


For ten years now the American Mission to Greeks has had Gospel messages in the 
only two Greek newspapers in America, and besides the impact they have had here, they 
have also produced results in far-off Greece. When I visited the Leper Colony of my 
own home island of Syprus, the President of the Colony said, “Are you the one who 
writes each Sunday in the ‘National Herald’?” When I said yes, he exclaimed, “Oh, how 
can I thank you enough! The newspaper is sent to us here, and each Sunday all the 
lepers gather together and one of us reads your message aloud to the group.” Praise 
the Lord! He then went on to request Bibles or Testaments for all the lepers. Just think 
—Gospel messages written here in America are reaching lepers on the Biblical island 
of Cyprus! 


One day we received a letter from the chanter of a Greek Orthodox Church who told 
us that an uncle of his in Georgia sent him the paper in which our messages appear each 
Sunday. He liked them so much that he read them every week to his congregation, and 
now he wanted about 200 Bibles to give to the people of his town. It seems almost 
incredible, doesn’t it? 

This opportunity is phenomenal in the history of missions. We must not let it 
slip by, for the blood of those still in darkness will be required at our hands if we 
withhold from them the Word of Life. If enough Christians will pledge just $1 a month 
we can enter this door. As these newspapers contain only from 1 to 4 pages, every word 
in them is eagerly read. Just think of it! With only $1 you will be presenting the Gospel 
to 10,000 people! Bow your head and thank God with us for this miracle, and then 
slip a dollar bill, or whatever the Lord may lead, into an envelope and speed it on 
its way. And if, as we earnestly pray, you are led of the Lord to do it each month, 
please let us know, that we may have this further indication of His will, and that the 
desire of the Greeks to “see Jesus” may be fulfilled. God bless you. 

Yours in His victory, 

SPIROS ZODHIATES 

General Secretary 

AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 


YorR 36, N. Y. In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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Wherever greatness stands 
in our Christian Heritage 


... Fuller Seminary honors it! 





John Calvin astonished the world and 
established his place as the fore- 
most theologian of Protestantism 
when he wrote his “Institutes of 
the Christian Religion” in 1536. 
The greatness of the “Institutes” lies 
not only in its grand scope, its lumi- 
nous style, and its consistency ... but 
primarily in its amazing use of the 
Scriptures, whose testimony is woven 
through the entire discussion, and 
whose authority undergirds the 
argument with Gibraltar-like finality. 
Calvin wrote in the city of Basel... 
where Switzerland, Germany, and 
France converge...and his thoughts 
have influenced theology in every 
part of the world. Today Calvin’s 
works are an important study at 
Fuller Seminary, in Pasadena, Calif. 


Our founder, Charles E. Fuller of The 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour, estab- 
lished this seminary to promote the 
historic Christian faith as found in 
the inspired Word of God...to pro- 
duce Christian leadership by com- 
bining great learning with great love. 


Our faculty have drawn up a statement 
of faith which is one of the strongest 
affirmations of the authority of the 
Bible found anywhere. 


Our students come from all major de- 
nominations, assured that at Fuller 
they will learn the cardinal doctrines 
of historic orthodoxy... finding their 
own denominations presented in a 
respectful and scholarly light. 


Please indicate your interest by 
mailing this coupon: 


FULLER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY E-2 
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 


OI am a college student, and would 
like your booklet, “How to Select a 
Theological Seminary.” 

C) I am interested in helping strengthen 
Christian ministry, would like more 
information about the aims and activ- 
ities of Fuller Theological Seminary. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





Confusing 


I was very much impressed by the 
editorial, “The One-Eyed Christian.” I 
feel certain that to every one who tithes 
and gives free will gifts in the Lord’s 
name, the multiplicity of agencies be- 
comes apparent and confusing. 

Last year I determined to answer 
every appeal. I divided the recipients 
into primary, secondary and_ those 
which must receive something. I 
counted 58. 

This year I determined to centralize 
my gifts to a greater degree. One feels 
guilty in ignoring some of the appeals. 
I have received requests from about ten 
institutions for boys or girls from coast 
to coast and from four for the blind. 

The purpose and zeal of the founders 
of broadcasts and agencies of relief are 
to be admired, but it might be advisable, 
especially in the case of Christian or- 
ganizations to determine whether exist- 
ing means should be supported and uti- 
lized to a greatly increased degree. 
Economy and effectiveness would be 
enhanced. 

WILLIAM A. EICHERT 
Allentown, Pa. 


World, Flesh and Devil 


I note with interest your fine article 
on “Temptation” in the December is- 
sue. I was interested in your search for 
the expression, “the world, the flesh and 
the devil.” 

In Martin Luther’s Small Catechism 
in Part Third, the Lord’s Prayer, under 
the third petition, the question is asked, 
“When is this effected?” The answer is, 
“When God frustrates and brings to 
naught every evil counsel and purpose 
which would hinder us from hallowing 
the name of God and prevent his king- 
dom from coming to us, such as the will 
of the devil, of the world, and of our 
own flesh; and when he strengthens us, 
and keeps us steadfast in his Word and 
in the faith, even unto our end. This is 
his gracious and good will. 

I believe that this was written in 1529 
and probably predates your reference in 
the Church of England Prayer Book. 

FREDERICK L. FRITSCH 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Havertown, Pa. 


Somebody with Standards 


Congratulations for Record Reviews 
that are really reviews. I’ve gotten so 
tired of those people who think they are 
Christian because they accept all sorts 
of hill-billy rhythm and tunes done by 


other Christians. Praise the Lord for 

somebody with standards which are 

Christ-centered, musically high and in- 
tellectually respectable. 

FRANK A. LAWRENCE 

First United Presbyterian Church 

Indiana, Pa. 


Stories on Tithing 


Some time ago you helped us greatly 
by carrying a notice concerning our 
projected paper back on answers to 
prayer. You will be glad to know that 
we had a good response and that the 
book should be off the press sometime 
next spring. 

Now we covet your further fellow- 
ship, this time relative to our need for 
stories from your readers on tithing or 
other stewardship experiences. These 
articles could be up to 1,000 words and 
would tell of the way the Lord hon- 
ored by taking care of needs. . .. 

All who submit articles will receive 
copies of the book when published (if 
enough éf the right material is re- 
ceived). 

KENNETH N. TAYLOR 
Moody Press 

820 N. LaSalle St. 
Chicago 10, Ill. 


It Flows the Other Way 


I was very interested in your editorial 
entitled ‘“Two-Headed Wives.” You 
state “that the head of every man is 
Christ, the head of a woman is her hus- 
band, and the head of Christ is God.” 
Then you point out that if the woman 
does as she is supposed to do, the man 
will learn what his true position is from 
her. 

Aren’t you starting at the wrong end 
of this thing? Shouldn’t we emphasize 
the fact that blessing actually flows the 
other way? From God, through Christ, 
through the husband, to the wife and 
children. 

In the final analysis, isn’t the chain 
of blessing being broken at the level of 
the husband nowadays? Isn’t the wife 
trying to fill the gap, perhaps wrong- 
fully I don’t know? 

Frankly, I would like very much to 
hear a minister preach just one good old 
straight-to-the-point sermon to wake 
men up to the fact that they are respon- 
sible for their own sins and that blaming 
women for all their troubles isn’t going 
to hold up in “court.” 

Mrs. Jack G. KENNEDY 
La Jolla, Calif. 
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SCHWEITZER 


Albert Schweitzer has been lauded 
as one of the world’s great men. The 
world has accepted him as a formulater 
of ethics and creator of ideals. 

Even when Albert Schweitzer was a 
young man, his brilliance was apparent. 
He could have gained a world reputa- 
tion in music, writing or medicine. He 
could have done this from either side 
of the Rhine, from France or Germany. 
He chose rather to gain his reputation 
from a hospital in Africa. This in- 
trigued the world and added the factor 
of the strange and bizarre which the 
world likes in the figures it publicizes. 

But despite his greatness in the eyes 
of the world, Albert Schweitzer is pos- 
sibly the foremost anti-Christian figure 
in the world today. Many people think 
that Antichrist will be a Caesar, a Na- 
poleon, a Hitler. Actually, Antichrist 
will be much more like Schweitzer. He 
is in an apostolic succession with 
Gandhi as a forerunner. The philo- 
sophical world is being prepared by 
such men for the future Antichrist who 
will arise as a counterfeit Christ. 

In his student days Schweitzer 
showed his antagonism for Jesus 
Christ. He wrote a thesis setting forth 
that Jesus Christ must be explained as 
an epileptic. He has never withdrawn 
that thesis. 

Now in the Atlantic Monthly (No- 
vember, 1958), Schweitzer clearly de- 
lineates his anti-Christian position. 
Under the title, “The Evolution of 
Ethics,” Schweitzer delivered an ad- 
dress before the French Academy of 
Moral and Political Science. He gave 
the manuscript to Mrs. Carleton Smith, 
who translated it into English, with his 
accompanying comment, “This is very 
important to me, as it expresses the 
dominating idea in my thinking.” 

In his article, Schweitzer does not 
speak of God but of Good. He develops 
the evolution of ethics up through 
Christianity’s discovery of Love, but 
holds that the Renaissance advanced 
this idea even more when it was dis- 
covered “That the principle of Love is 
also taught by reason.” Schweitzer sets 
forth his own ideas as superior even to 
this. “A fundamental idea of Good con- 
sists in preserving life, in favoring it, 
in wanting to raise it to its highest 
value, and evil consists in annihilating 
life, injuring it, and impeding its 
growth.” 
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Schweitzer goes on to say: “The term 
Reverence for Life is larger and at the 
same time dimmer than the term Love. 
But it bears within itself the same po- 
tentialities. The essentially philosophi- 
cal notion of Good has the advantage 
of being more complete than the notion 
of Love.” 

Then Schweitzer states a position 
that is definitely anti-Christian. He 
writes: “By having reverence for life, 
we enter into a spiritual relation with 
the world. The absolute is so abstract 
that we can have no communion with 
it. It is not given to us to serve the 
creative will, infinite and unfathom- 
able, by comprehending ,its nature and 
its intentions. But we come into spir- 
itual contact with it by the feeling of 
the mystery of life and by devoting our- 
selves to all the living beings whom we 
are able to serve. 

“The ethics which obliges us to be 
concerned only with men and with so- 
ciety cannot have this same signifi- 
cance. Only a universal ethics which 
obliges us to be occupied with all be- 
ings puts us in a complete relation with 
the universe and the will manifested 
in it. 

“In the world, the will to live is in 
conflict with itself. In us it wants, by 
a mystery that we do not understand, 
to be at peace with itself. In the world 





THIS MONTH 


“Never has man piled up arma- 
ments and not used them”—Any 
Hope for the World? page 16. 

“Believers are to be looking for 
the coming of Christ, not of anti- 
christ” — Why Pre-millennialism 
Makes Sense, page 20. 

“Even adults cannot assimilate 
more than one truth in one church 
session” —We’ve Doing It 
Backwards, page 26. 


COMING MONTHS 


These provocative articles are sched- 
uled for the near future: 


How You Can Glorify God 

The Possible You 

How Christian Are Our Funerals? 

Are You a Cookie-Cutter Christian? 

Must Christ Be Your Lord To Be 
Your Savior? 

What Is Secular Work? 

The Second Coming of Christ 

How To Resolve Family Tensions 











it manifests itself; in us it reveals it- 
self. To be other than the world is our 
spiritual destiny. By conforming to it 
we live our existence instead of sub- 
mitting to it. By practicing reverence 
for life we become good, deep and 
alive.” 

Even the simplest child in Christ 
should understand the horror of such 
statements as these. “The absolute is 
so abstract that we can have no com- 
munion with it.” Put that sentence 
alongside, “You have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, 
Father” (Rom. 8:15). Since Christ 
came, the absolute has been made flesh 
to dwell among us (John 1:14). The 
Lord God Almighty, to give Him one 
of His true names, is no longer to be 
relegated to the category of “infinite 
and unfathomable,” but, in Christ, in- 
finite yet beginning to be fathomed. 

We come into contact with Him not 
by adopting a feeling of reverence for 
ants and snakes but by being born again 
through faith in the redemptive work 
which the Savior accomplished for us 
when He poured out His life on the 
cross in order to make us partakers of 
the divine nature. 

When I was preparing the first draft 
of this editorial I told a friend what I 
was doing. The comment I received 
was, “Be careful! Schweitzer has been 
put in the trinity with home and mother 
love. You are liable to get shot for your 
pains.” 

I believe that the issue is clear cut. 
You must take sides with the Lord 
Jesus Christ against any such ideas as 
those put forth by Schweitzer. 


SPLASH 

God does not dehumanize us when 
we become believers in Christ. We still 
have all the reactions of ordinary fallen 
humanity. With Shylock we say, “If 
you prick us, do we not bleed?” When 
loved ones die, we weep. Nevertheless, 
we sorrow not as others who have no 
hope. 

The other day we were driving home 
through a blinding rainstorm. A pass- 
ing car struck a pool of water and sent 
a spray that covered our windshield. 
Our reflexes took over, we cringed and 
shut our eyes, and the car swerved 
slightly. 

It was not necessary to cringe or close 
our eyes. The safety glass in the wind- 
shield was sufficient protection. Not one 
drop could touch us. 

No matter what life brings to us, we 
are in Christ. Death approaches and we 
flinch; we close our eyes in pain; but 
it does not really touch us. Nothing 
touches the believer; it only touches 
Christ. In Him we are saved, safe and 
secure. 

For this reason Paul could say, “None 
of these things move me” (Acts 20:24). 
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LOOK WHAT 


Moody Bible 
Institute’s 


SACRED MUSIC COURSE 


OFFERS YOU... 





1. Finest facilities ... studios, practice rooms, instruments, equip- 
ment and library. 


2. Consecrated faculty ... with a wide range of professional study 
and experience. 

3. Splendid curriculum . . . to prepare thoroughly trained musicians 
for the increasing opportunities for Christian service in churches, 
Christian schools, mission fields and radio stations. 


4. High standards . . . all basic music instruction is on the conserv- 
atory level. 


5. Limitless music activities... valuable experience is offered in 
Chicago’s many churches, missions and institutions, and also on 
the Institute’s radio station, WMBI. There are opportunities to 
play in the orchestra and to sing in the famous Moody Chorale 
(that goes on tour several times each year) and other vocal organi- 
zations. 

6. Low cost. . . general tuition at Moody is FREE. Fees for applied 
music are very reasonable. Rates for room and board are also 
moderate. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. La Salle Street » Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president - Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
Donald P. Hustad, A.B., M.Mus., director Sacred Music Department 


O Please send me the 32-page brochure, Moody 
Trains for a Ministry in Music. a ewer 
O Please send me a copy of the illustrated 
booklet, Life at Moody. 


Name 





Address 
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“For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creation, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:38, 39). We may be per- 
suaded not only intellectually that this 
is true, but we may feel secure. None 
of these things can separate us from 
Christ because we are in Christ. 

In our particular instance, the surge 
of water on our windshield helped to 
clean it and a few moments later the 
fresh falling rain washed away all 
traces and we were better off than be- 
fore. Thus God uses the chastenings 
of life for us. At the moment they are 
not joyous, but grievous. Nevertheless 
it is certain that they yield the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by them (Heb. 12: 
11). 


FRIGHTFUL 


Coming into New York City rather 
late one night, we crossed the George 
Washington Bridge. Thousands of 
apartments were lighted, and the great 
metropolis lay before us. Thinking of 
current headlines, I said, “At this min- 
ute somgone is being murdered, thieves 
are breaking in and stealing, gangs are 
holding up passersby, a prostitute is tak- 
ing money from her victim, politicians 
are scheming with criminals to protect 
them from the law, drunken husbands 
are beating their wives. Hundreds of 
thousands of desperate sinsick people 
are frustrated and hopeless.” 

My wife quickly replied, “There is 
another side to it. Thousands of high- 
class, cultured people are occupied with 
such things as opera, cocktail parties, 
new movements in music, ballet, and 
so on. They are frightfully interested 
and frightfully bored. As you watch 
them walking along the avenue, you 
can tell by their dress that they are 
waging a tremendous battle against 
time and the onrush of age.” 

The world is made up of these 
two extremes—crime and culture— 
equally frightful because both exclude 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In His sight, the 
moral, cultured man is as needy as the 
vicious, depraved one. 

Then we remembered that in that 
same city the Lord has a little handful 
of His own. They are in the city, but 
not of it. At that moment, they might 
even be listening to the same music or 
watching the same television pro- 
grams. Yet the difference is profound; 
it is both frightful and wonderful. It 
is frightful to contemplate the multi- 
tudes who will not come to Christ that 
they might have life. It is wonderful to 
think how He stooped to lift us out of 
the frightful horrors of the city of 
death. 
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‘RETURN TO BIBLICAL THEOLOGY’ 





ACH January for the past several years I have published a survey of 
the preceding year. In it I outline the principal events of the year, 
select the most important event of the year from the point of view of 
secular history and choose the secular man of the year, even if he is an 
enemy of all that is good. I also mention some religious factors of the 
year’s history, although certainly man cannot see what God sees. 

In last month’s issue I stated that the religious magazine article of 
the year, and perhaps the most important religious article in this genera- 
tion, was the article entitled “Return to Biblical Theology” by William 
F. Albright, published in Christian Century (Nov. 19, 1958). 

William Foxwell Albright is the greatest orientalist in the world 
today. Because he has had so many accomplishments and honors, Who’s 








Who in America prints a star at the bottom of his par- 
agraph to indicate that there is additional information 
in previous volumes. He has written more than 800 
publications on archaeological, biblical and oriental 
subjects. His honorary doctorates have been given by 
universities in half a dozen countries. He was director 
of the American School of Oriental Research in Jerusa- 
lem for 17 years and has been head of the department 
of oriental studies in Johns Hopkins University in Balti- 
more for almost 30 years. He is also the visiting re- 
search professor of the American Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, the leading conservative Jewish 
institution in this country. 


ALBRIGHT’S BACKGROUND 


Born 67 years ago of Methodist missionary parents 
in Chile, Dr. Albright came to the United States for his 
education and rose through intellectual ranks to his 
doctorate at Johns Hopkins. From then he became one 
of the greatest archaeologists and orientalists of all 
times. The impact of his article is even greater when we 
consider the state of archaeology and oriental studies 
40 years ago when he entered the scene. 

Forty years ago liberals and higher critics were in the 
saddle; denial of Bible truth and accuracy was every- 
where. The majority of the professors in biblical studies 
believed that the Bible was filled with myth, folklore 
and legend. The Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch 
was denied on the grounds that writing had not yet 
been invented; therefore, Moses could not have written 
anything, let alone the first-books of the Bible. Today 
we know that writing existed generations before Moses. 
In fact, written tablets antedating Moses have been dis- 
covered in the very peninsula of Sinai where he lived. 

Forty years ago, the Bible was charged with contain- 
ing flagrant, factual errors. The existence of Tiglath- 
pileser was denied, though now his very palace, with 
hundreds of thousands of bricks bearing his name, has 
been discovered. The biblical description of the great- 
ness of the Hittites was everywhere flouted; today it is 
universally accepted. The Gospel of John, according to 
most encyclopedias and theological journals, was from 
the third century or later and was not to be considered 
valid in its teaching. Those who believed in the abso- 
lute authority of the Word of God were derided and 
ridiculed. 

The article, “Return to Biblical Theology,” sums up 
the advances in true knowledge during the past 40 
years and deflates much of the pretension that has 
marked so many attacks on the conservative biblical 
position. (In the remainder of this article, quotations 
from Albright will be in italics.) 

Albright begins his article by pointing out that dur- 
ing the heyday of the Conference on Science, Phi- 


losophy and Religion he tried to persuade the speakers 
to state their credo or at least to define their approach 
in terms intelligible to others. I was seldom successful, 
since most thinkers of our time feel that “labeling” one- 
self or attempting to classify one’s position is somehow 
improper, if not dangerous. In a court of law a lawyer 
will stipulate certain evidence as fact. If it is stipulated, 
there is no use to argue about it; both sides accept it. 
Albright tried to get biblical scientists to postulate, 
which is first cousin to stipulation in a court of law. He 
wanted these scholars to establish basic premises, but 
they were seldom willing to do so. 

Under these circumstances it is clear that the cha- 
otic state of contemporary Protestant theology is not 
due primarily to a “breakdown in communication,” 
serious as this can be, but to the unwillingness or in- 
ability of its exponents to analyze their own work and 
present it objectively. This is one of the most serious 
charges that can be leveled against anyone who wishes 
to be considered intellectually honest. In the world of 
science such an attitude would not be accepted for a 
moment. 

DISREGARD FUNDAMENTALS 

After presenting his own background to show that it 
has not strongly influenced his point of view, he de- 
scribes his intellectual approach today. 

I am opposed to all systems of thought based on 
arbitrary postulates and denying or disregarding fun- 
damentals. All recognized philosophical systems are 
constructed by a more or less rigorous use of deduction 
from postulates which cannot be proved. For example, 
we deduce the doctrine of the Trinity from postulates in 
the Scripture concerning the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

Idealistic systems are by their nature removed from 
empirical control, so they must remain undemonstrable. 
Of course, purely empirical and instrumental philo- 
sophical systems are just as dangerous as idealisms, 
since they reject anything that cannot be determined 
mathematically or experimentally. All exaggerated 
philosophical emphases are under suspicion: natural- 
ism because it neglects the aspirations of man and 
threatens spiritual disaster; scientism because it leads to 
materialism or naturalism; historicism because it dis- 
torts the record of man’s experience for the sake of 
hypothetical criteria. And I might add, some of the 
exaggerated emphases of that type of ultra-funda- 
mentalism which for all practical purposes founds its 
theology on the King James Version as understood in 
the context of 20th century mid-America. 

Albright now proceeds to deal heavy blows at sev- 
eral schools of thought which have arisen during late 
years. Essential though science is in the life of our 
world, it cannot suffice: man does not live by bread 
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alone. Besides, few people quite realize how insecure 
the hold of scientific method on mankind actually is. 
Whole areas of psychology and sociology are built on 
foundations of sand. To be sure, such systems as 
Freudian psychoanalysis and Jungian analytical psy- 
chology have added notably to our stock of ideas, they 
have had salutary effect in checking mechanistic views, 
and they have even restored the “soul” to favor in 
wide circles; but from the standpoint of scientific vali- 
dation they are little more respectable than astrology 
or alchemy. It is possible that, included in Albright’s 
appraisal of false ideas is such a work as that put forth 
by Professor E. R. Goodenough of Yale, who has issued 
four volumes under the general title of “Jewish Symbols 
in the Greco-Roman Period.” Certainly this giant work 
has to be classed with astrology and alchemy. 

Unfortunately, Albright inserted a paragraph on the 
biological sciences at this point. Competent authorities 
tell me that his appraisal is not valid. His sweeping 
statement is nor is the insecurity of the biological and 
physical sciences adequately understood. Whole fields 
of biological science have been turned upside down by 
the Russian Communists. . . . I read this paragraph to 
one of the leading authorities in medicine and to one of 
the outstanding biologists in our country. Both hold that 
Albright was out of his field completely. There might 
have been truth in the statement 15 years ago before 
the death of Stalin when Lysenko was in the ascend- 
ency in Russian science, but not today. According to 
American authorities, the biological sciences in Russia 
since the death of Stalin are as free as the chemical 
and physical sciences. 


IN HIS OWN FIELD 


Then Albright comes to his own field; here the ene- 
mies of biblical truth will have great difficulty finding 
error in his position. He writes, In the center of history 
stands the Bible. The latter has in many respects suf- 
fered more from its well intentioned friends then from 
its honest foes, but it is now being rediscovered by the 
labors of archaeologists and philologians. Some of us 
have not needed to rediscover the Bible because we 
never left it, byt the great movement to conservatism 
in the scholarly world is a fact. We are rapidly gaining 
our balance after generations of bitter controversy. I 
shall point out a few basic changes in the situation. 

For one thing, it is becoming clear, thanks to the ac- 
celerated rate of new finds and the revolution in dating 
brought by radiocarbon, that only one true species of 
genus homo has hitherto been discovered, and that the 
differences between known types of fossil man have 
been grossly exaggerated. It is also certain that all 
known form of fossil man made tools and probably 
spoke in different tongues; it is equally clear that the 
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To contend for the faith is not to be contentious. 


earliest men were inventive and possessed aesthetic 
tendencies. The antiquity of toolmaking man is only a 
fraction of previous estimates, and may not have ex- 
ceeded 150,000-200,000 years. I present Albright’s 
entire paragraph, delighted that authorities recognize 
the great exaggeration of those who have talked in 
terms of millions of years. I do not allow my disagree- 
ment with his final conclusions to nullify the great ad- 
missions that are made. 

Albright’s next section discusses the development of 
civilization in the Near and Middle East. In this case he 
does so in terms of 12,000 years (agriculture), 9,000 
years (fortified settlements), 7,000 years (pottery) 
and 5,000 years (writing). He also holds that the Near 
East was thousands of years in advance over other 
civilizations and that other centers (China, Peru, 
Yucatan) borrowed from the Near and Middle East. 

He then proceeds to the question of the historicity of 
the Bible. Thanks to modern research we now recog- 
nize [the Bible’s] substantial historicity. The narratives 
of the patriarchs, of Moses and the Exodus, of the con- 
quest of Canaan, of the judges, the monarchy, exile 
and restoration, have all been confirmed and illustrated 
to an extent that I should have thought impossible 40 
years ago. The faith of the patriarchs still shines 
through the stories of Genesis, handed down by oral 
tradition with surprising accuracy in detail—though 
this tradition cannot be used to reconstruct a chrono- 
logical record of events. 1 am wondering if he would 
have similar surprises if he waited for another 40 years! 
We can now date the Exodus and the conquest, and 
can understand the evolution of institutions— if not al- 
ways of ideas—during the time of the judges and kings 
of Israel. Exile and restoration have been rescued from 
the critical controversy of the past generation and ap- 
pear again in the clear light of history. There has been 
a general return to appreciation of the accuracy, both 
in general sweep and in factual detail, of the religious 
history of Israel . . . The prophets of Israel are now 
better understood; they stand out more brilliantly than 
ever. The critical schools associated with the name of 
Julius Wellhausen recognized their outstanding sig- 
nificance as social and ethical reformers, but failed to 
grasp two vitally important principles: the place of the 
Covenant and related concepts in prophetic thinking, 
and the vital role of insight into the future, which 
shaped the attitudes of the prophets themselves as 
bearers of the divine Word and which validated (or 
discredited) them in the eyes of their hearers. It is just 
as impossible to understand the prophets by eliminat- 
ing prophecy as it is to understand Jesus of Nazareth 
without the eschatological allusions which recur so 
often in the Gospels. 1 would go one step further, of 
course, and say that Peter has explained the prophets 








completely and accurately, “The prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake 
as they were borne along by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 
1:21). 


THESE SENSATIONAL SCROLLS 


The sensational finds among the Dead Sea Scrolls 
since 1948 bring an even more complete revaluation of 
what has passed for historic-literary criticism of the 
New Testament. Here one of the acknowledged 
scholars of the world calls the work of the critics of a 
generation, what has passed for . . . criticism. The 
scholars passed for historic-literary critics. But their 
work has fallen apart. At long last we possess original 
Hebrew and Aramaic religious books from the century 
and a half before the crucifixion. . . . Now we know 
just what the Jews (especially the Essenes) were writ- 
ing and thinking in this period. Two main lines of evi- 
dence emerge: (1) actual grammatical, lexical and 
stylistic knowledge of the Hebrew and Aramaic then 
used by the Jews of Palestine, and the unexpected dis- 
covery that Hebrew was still the principle medium of 
religious composition and instruction; (2) recovery of 
the immediate sources underlying much of the 
thought, phraseology and organization of New Testa- 
ment Christianity . . . The internal evidence supposed 
to prove the late date of many New Testament books 
has vanished. There is no longer any concrete evidence 
for dating a single New Testament book after the 
seventies or eighties of the first century A.D.—though 
this does not mean that such an early date is already 
proved. . . . This is a stronger position even than that 
of the ultra-conservative scholars throughout the cen- 
turies. 


AUTHENTIC DOCUMENT 


To sum up we can now again treat the Bible (as 
evangelicals always have done) as an authentic docu- 
ment of religious history. It must be emphasized, how- 
ever, that vindication of the historicity of the Bible and 
clarification of its meaning do not involve a return to 
uncritical belief in “verbal” inspiration and do not sup- 
port an “orthodoxy” which insulates the Bible from the 
real world of today. There will be some evangelicals 
who will not like the first statement about “inspira- 
tion” but none should quarrel with Albright’s blast 
against an orthodoxy which insulates the Bible from 
the real world of today. The Bible must be judged as 
literature and history by exactly the same canons as we 
use in studying non-biblical literature, but not by arbi- 
trary standards imposed upon it by dogmatic liberals or 
conservatives. Extreme views are alike unsatisfactory; 
the truth lies in the middle. 

One further statement about the New Testament is 


10 True faith is not a victory for you but a victory in you. 


very important. To the writers of the New Testament 
the Hebrew Bible was Holy Scripture and they were 
the direct heirs of its prophets. It is, accordingly, quite 
impossible to understand the New Testament without 
recognizing that its purpose was to supplement and ex- 
plain the Hebrew Bible. Any attempt to go back to the 
sources of Christianity without accepting the entire 
Bible as our guide is thus doomed to failure. Every im- 
portant heresy of the early Church and every splinter 
sect of today show the danger of seizing on individual 
passages (seldom understood) in preference to total 
acceptance (which does not mean uncritical accept- 
ance of all parts of the whole). 


THRUST FOR THEOLOGIANS 


Finally, Albright sums up the present situation. In 
his closing paragraphs he takes his sword and says in 
effect, “A thrust for Bultmann,” “A thrust for Tillich,” 
“A thrust for Niebuhr.” After pointing out that Chris- 
tianity stands today at one of the most critical junctures 
of history, facing in Communism its deadliest foe since 
the end of pagan Rome .. . with theological anarchy 
sapping the strength of Protestantism and moral flab- 
biness weakening both (Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism), he says, When leading Protestant 
thinkers tend to follow the example of Marcion and 
discard the Old Testament, or of Valentinus and cor- 
relate an eclectic Christian “theology” with some post- 
Platonic philosophical structure, it is clear that Protes- 
tantism is in peril of becoming engulfed by a new phase 
of Gnosticism, which may prove even more danger- 
ous than the Gnostic heresies that almost destroyed 
the Christian Church in its early centuries. Still other 
prominent neo-Gnostics imitate the Manichaeans and 
Mandaeans, substituting for Zoroastrian ideas, notions 
drawn from Hinduism, Buddhism or Janism. 

The reader who is aware of the labyrinth of modern 
theology will have no difficulty in recognizing the lead- 
ing liberals. No doubt the people who have been most 
closely associated with Albright are most unhappy 
about his forthright cleavage to the truth. In fact, I be- 
lieve some of them are outraged. And well they should 
be, but their outrage should be turned against them- 
selves that they have followed the swamp-lights of 
their own intellects instead of being guided by the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of the eternal God. And let 
not the evangelicals feel any smugness in all this for 
Albright’s next thrust is for them. If we flee from these 
perils (those outlined above), we are likely to find our- 
selves in the company of ultra-conservatives who turn 
their backs on the Christ they profess to worship and 
raise the idols of racism and spiritual pride in His stead, 
or substitute cure-all formulas for the penetrating in- 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Somewhat reminiscent of C. S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters, but pre-dating them by nearly 100 years. This potent allegory was 
written during the Revival of 1859 in Ireland. Recently discovered by John T. Carson of the Trinity Presbyterian Church of Bangor, 
Ireland, it was sent to us for publication. After reading it, you will agree that, despite its antiquity, it could hardly be more 


timely than it is for our generation. 





oe THE MELANCHOLY tidings that hundreds 

and thousands of their prince’s faithful soldiers 
were joining the ranks of King Emmanuel, the council 
of demons was instantly summoned; malice, despair, 
and revenge, were depicted on every face. Satan had 
lost no time in convening his agents, in order to con- 
coct some scheme that would be successful in restoring 
peace in-all his borders. 

Deep gloom overshadowed them. Satan ascended 
his throne of fire with fear and trembling, and the 
motto which encircled his brow was—“Mourning, 
lamentation, and woe.” 

He opened council by the following address:— 

“My faithful and devoted servants, it is with fearful 
emotions that I have called you together at this very 
eventful crisis in my reign. You are all aware of the 
alarming revolt that has recently broken out in a cer- 
tain part of my dominions. Though a land of Bibles 
and Churches, Sabbath-schools and Christian privi- 
leges, the greater part of the inhabitants were satisfied 
with the name of Christian; and while they held the 
Bible in their hands, and the name of Christ upon their 
lips, I had lulled their souls asleep wrapt in the gar- 
ments of morality. Judgments, disease, and death had 
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failed to awaken them. A deep sleep had fallen upon 
the churches, and I looked forward to many days of 
false peace, and spiritual death. But, alas, my antici- 
pations have not been realized. This moment, while 
I address you, thousands of my faithful servants are 
trampling upon my laws and despising my service, 
and are calling upon that name, before which every 
demon must fly; and many of them are so glad that 
they have escaped from my grasp, that they shout 
aloud for joy even in the public streets. 

“My servants are generally forward in avowing 
their principles: but they are quite outdone by the 
courage of young converts, who boldly declare, before 
thousands, the mighty change that has passed upon 
them; and go where you will, even in the midnight 
hour, you will hear the voice of prayer and praise. If 
this outbreak was only confined to a corner, then, by 
our united power, we might soon extinguish the flame; 
but it has spread to an alarming extent. From a little 
prayer meeting it has reached many villages and im- 
portant towns, and penetrated remote parts of the 
country. 

“Such is the alarming state of affairs. If this revival 
is not checked, it threatens utter destruction to my 


1] 








kingdom; indeed, it has received a shock, from which, 
I fear, it will never fully recover. I now call upon you, 
my devoted servants, from the highest to the lowest, 
of every grade and rank, to exert every power—to call 
forth every latent energy—to employ your accumu- 
lated stores of wisdom—in devising some measure 
that may prove successful in stopping the progress of 
the revival; and he who shall concoct the most suc- 
cessful scheme will certainly be crowned with infernal 
glory.” 

While he spoke, a gloomy and dreadful silence 
reigned around, sometimes broken by outbursts of 
hellish rage. A long pause being made, a dark fiend 
arose, with flaming eyes, from a sea of upturned de- 
mon faces. 

Casting his eyes of fire upon his sovereign, he said: 
“We, your loyal adherents, deeply sympathize with 
you in your difficulties; we are resolved to stand or 
fall with you. The sentiments you have expressed are 
sufficient to excite alarm; yet we must not despair. 
We have braved many a storm, but still, lion-like, we 
have prevailed. I had the honor of taking a prom- 
inent part in opposing the Apostles of old, the Wal- 
denses, Luther, in Germany; bold Knox, in Scotland; 
and Wesley and Whitfield in England. And now, on 
this ground, we shall contest the point once more, 
whether darkness or light is to triumph. 

“This revolt is so violent in its nature, that I conceive 
some form of persecution is necessary, in order to 
check its progress. If this outbreak had taken place 
in any realm governed by the Pope, then, I would say, 
open the doors of the Inquisition, prepare the instru- 
ments of death, and crush every usurper. But what 
would be powerful in Spain, would not be tolerated 
here. However, a mild form of persecution may be 
introduced, that may prove most successful. 

“Let us aim at turning unconverted parents against 
their children who have caught the influence of the 
Revival. The husband against the wife, the brother 
against the sister, and the master against the servants; 
and, let us so fill the minds of employers with such 
hatred against the Revival, that they will refuse to 
employ any persons who will join in the movement. 
Let us get the wealthy (as the greater part belong to 
us) to frown upon it, the influential to oppose it, the 
ungodly to mock it, and those who can bring no better 
weapon, to laugh at it. In some way, as circumstances 
will permit, let a mild form of persecution be intro- 
duced. I beg to submit this measure to the considera- 
tion of the assembled council.” 

Though this speaker was admired for his rage against 
revivals, yet there was a murmur of dissatisfaction, 
which showed that he had not touched the main ques- 
tion—persecution being his hobby in all places. 


12 Even if your faith is too small to boast of, it is too preciousto be ashamed of. 


After a long pause, as if all were perplexed with 
the difficulty of the subject, a haughty chieftain arose, 
with much confidence, and said: “Honorable and 
potent prince and power of the air, whose will is the 
law of millions, I have watched, with painful interest, 
the disasters taking place in your dominions. As re- 
ligion now is so much admired, we must conceal our 
real character, and enter upon our work as angels of 
light. You are all well aware that, in the whole history 
of the war between sin and grace, whenever we could 
enlist the services of the clergy, we found them most 
valuable. The present crisis is one which calls for 
such aid. 

“As the post which I am called to fill is in connection 
with all ministers of the gospel, I can speak more 
freely on this subject. It is almost incredible, the great 
success I have had. We have many of them beating 
the air all their lives, and never rescuing one soul from 
our grasp. One preaches as a profession, a second for 
worldly gain, a third for popularity—and thus our 
kingdom remains undisturbed. A great many of them 
hate the revival. Some would be afraid openly to op- 
pose it, and, therefore, behold it in silent contempt! 
But there are others pining after some distinction 
among their fellows. Thése men are not priests, but 
gospel ministers, learned and influential. 

“We shall whisper in their ears: ‘Now is the time to 
show your superior talents. Here is your path to popu- 
larity. Lift pen and voice, and use all your influence 
against the revival.’ Enlisting the services of uncon- 
verted ministers is my scheme for checking the re- 
vival.” 


NEW COMMUNICATION 


A communication having been received from the 
scene of conflict, Satan, with much emotion, read as 
follows: “Honorable Apollyon, sad news have I to 
communicate. I had hoped, from the reinforcement of 
wily friends you promptly forwarded to our assistance, 
we should now have been able to proclaim a mighty 
triumph. But every day the work assumes a more 
threatening aspect. 

“Ministers, formerly as cold as icicles, that only 
preached the people asleep, giving us ho trouble, now 
thunder in a most alarming manner. Bigotry—which 
we have always found so favourable to our interests— 
has disappeared. Names and party distinctions are 
forgotten; and the different denominations are now 
united as one army against us. 

“The silence of midnight is broken with songs of 
praise. Converts are exhorting with such power—and 
every day their ranks are increasing. Hoping that the 
council will accomplish the end desired, I am your 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Here is how recent developments have affected Roman Catholic political influence. By JAMES CURRY 


re | N OCTOBER 28, Pope John XXII won the election 

conducted in the secret conclave of cardinals in 
Rome. Thereby he gained the “throne of St. Peter.” He 
became the supposedly infallible directing head of the 
world-wide Papal political diplomatic network, king of 
Vatican State, and monarch of millions of Roman 
Catholics. 

One of the Pope’s titles is “ruler of the world.” He 
claims sovereignty over members of his church, supe- 
rior to the sovereignty of the governments under which 
they live. Nominally, there are some limitations to this 
power. His Holiness is supposed to control the actions 
of his subjects only in the moral and spiritual sphere. 
But clearly this covers almost all public affairs. Nowa- 
days, practically every public issue or problem has 
some moral aspect. 

Before his election, there was speculation whether 
John would be a “political” and “diplomatic” pontiff, 
like Pius XII, Or a “pastoral” and religious ruler like 
some of his other predecessors. After he took office, 
many non-Catholics and liberal Catholics were hopeful 
he would fall into the latter classification. For one 
thing, he had been Papal Nuncio to France. He had 
been well received there although it is the most anti- 
clerical of Catholic countries. He was fat and affable, 


Pictured above are Gov. DiSalle of Ohio, Gov. Brown of 
California, Gov. Lawrence of Pennsylvania and Sen. Mc- 
Carthy of Minnesota. 
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not lean and severe like his predecessor. He did not 
look like a tyrant. He remarked that people were look- 
ing for a pastor, not a Prince. When the dignitaries of 
his court sought, pursuant to ancient custom, to kiss his 
foot, he waved them aside and permitted them only 
to kiss his “fisherman’s ring.” 

Some may have thought “How democratic for the 
ruler of the world!” Some certainly hoped that John 
would relax his claim to dictatorship over the minds 
and consciences of men, that he would veer toward the 
Protestant view of individual moral judgment, and 
that a basis could be found for reconciliation of the 
Roman Catholic Church with the 20th Century. 

But such hopes were based on superficialities and 
were soon dashed. The Pope promptly reiterated his 
Divine Right to Rule. In addressing the Union of 
Italian Catholic Lawyers, he said “that Catholics 
should take an active part in politics and that it is the 
right and duty of the Church to give them moral guid- 
ance in such activities.” The Pope “cautioned mean- 
while that while differences of opinion may exist 
among Catholics in regard to merely political ques- 
tions, there should be unanimity concerning matters 
of social and religious interest.” 

It is not easy to decide just what the Pope meant by 
the “merely political” questions, which he exempts 
from his claim of infallibility. Presumably he is restat- 
ing the old doctrine that the Church cares not whether 
a government is democratic or autocratic. The Church 
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is not especially interested in what form a government 
takes; only in what policies that government pursues. 
It insists on the right to dictate to Catholics, whether as 
voters or as officeholders, as to all “social” affairs and 
all matters having a moral phase. 

In other words, it may dictate as to practically all 
phases of government action. 

There is no doubt that Pope John will use this 
power for the aggrandizement of his Church. He told 
the Italian lawyers that “the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
has the right and duty to call on the faithful, in the in- 
terest of souls, to defend the Church and Christian 
principles.” 

By “Christian principles” he refers to those prin- 
ciples “infallibly” enunciated by him as Vicar of Christ 
on zarth. These include the right of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to be supported by the nation. 

These might be academic considerations, irrelevant 
to American life today, were it not for the outcome of 
last November’s election. At that time numerous poli- 
ticians, who by their membership in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church proclaim their loyalty to the Pope, were ele- 
vated by Americans to senatorships, governorships, and 
seats in the House of Representatives. 

Most Americans, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, 
are devoted to individual freedom and democracy. It 
is nonsense to imply that a Roman Catholic, because of 
his religion, is less patriotic than a Protestant. 

Certainly any American, no matter what his religion 
may be, has the right to win an elected office in our 
democracy. Roman Catholics have this right as well as 
Protestants. 

And certainly, even as a Protestant officeholder can 
vote in accordance with his conscience, so a Roman 
Catholic has the same right. 

To deny Roman Catholics these rights is certainly 
undemocratic—yes, even bigoted. 

But when the Pope, the head of the Vatican sover- 
eign state, tells his subjects to adhere to the party line 
of “unanimity concerning matters of social and reli- 
gious interest,” we might well fear. 

The big question becomes: “How unanimous are 
Catholic candidates required to be in their subservi- 
ence to the sovereign head of their Church?” 

According to Drew Pearson, the vote tabulations 
show that Americans are “getting over the idea that a 
Catholic should not be elected President of the United 
States.” Pennsylvania and Colorado elected Catholic 
governors for the first time in their history. “Pat” Brown 
defeated Senator William Knowland in California, 
thereby erasing Knowland’s name from the list of 
Presidential possibilities and substituting his own. 
Mike DeSalle won the governorship of Ohio. There are 
four new Catholic Senators, Phil Hart of Michigan, 
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Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota, Thomas Dodd of 
Connecticut and Edward Muskie of Maine. Senatot 
John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, now the leading 
Presidential candidate of any political or religious per- 
suasion won his re-election by the largest majority in 
that state’s history. 

Catholics lost in Maryland and Wisconsin, but to 
strong incumbent Senators. In New York, Frank 
Hogan was placed on the Democratic ticket, pushing 
Tom Finletter off, because Tammany boss Carmine 
DeSapio demanded that a Catholic run for the Senator- 
ship. Hogan was beaten by Kenneth Keating, a Repub- 
lican and a Mason, in the Rockefeller landslide. But 
the Catholic candidate still excelled the head of his 
ticket, Governor Harriman, by 400,000 votes. 


DEMO-CHRISTIAN TREND 


Do these results indicate that “unanimously” sub- 
servient Catholics are about to dominate American 
public affairs? A highly experienced commentator, 
Joseph Alsop, senses what he calls a “Demo-Christian” 
trend. Presumably he is comparing the Democrats 
with the Christian Democrats in Germany where their 
Catholic political machine sits firmly in control even 
without a Catholic majority. Alsop predicts that in 
many states, after this election, “Democrats will cer- 
tainly tend to prefer Catholic candidates because Cath- 
olic candidates are plainly more likely to bring home 
the bacon.” If the 1958 Democratic trend continues, 
then Alsop’s prognostication would certainly include 
a Catholic President in 1960. 

Alsop called the Minnesota election especially sig- 
nificant because Eugene McCarthy overcame incum- 
bent Senator Ed Thye in a predominantly Protestant 
state. He said that “rural Protestant prejudice against 
Catholic candidates has at least greatly weakened.” 
On this point, Alsop is clearly right. Prejudices of all 
kinds have succumbed to broadening educational op- 
portunities. But opposition to Catholic candidates is not 
necessarily based on prejudice. It can be and often is 
based on specific anti-democratic dogmas of the Catho- 
lic Church, such as those enunciated by the new Pontiff. 

This does not mean that Americans will vote against 
a candidate merely because of what the Pope says. 
Certainly they must give the candidate an opportu- 
nity to state his own position, to affirm that he is “his 
own man” and not “the Pope’s man.” To ask a candi- 
date whether he accepts or repudiates Pope John’s doc- 
trine is not “a religious test for public office.” It is 
merely the refusal of a free voter to cast his vote for 
an unfree candidate. It is the same question that was 
asked of William J. Brennan by a Roman Catholic 
Senator required to vote for or against his confirma- 
tion as Justice of the Supreme Court. Brennan re- 
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pudiated papal dogma and placed his oath of office 
above all religious obligations. 

The strangest thing about the recent elections, with 
all their Catholic victories, was that nowhere—not even 
in Protestant Minnesota—was this question of dual al- 
legiance publicly and effectively raised at all. No such 
questions were asked, for instance, of Eugene Mc- 
Carthy. This is the essential difference between 1928, 
when a Catholic candidate for President suffered a 
history-making defeat and 1958 when so many Catho- 
lics won. 

In 1928, dual allegiance was discussed openly in 
the press and on public platforms by many leading 
clergymen of all faiths and by some of the country’s 
intellectual leaders. But in 1958; such leaders seem to 
have been struck dumb on the subject. 

What struck them dumb? For decades, every time 
the question has been broached, it has evoked howls of 
“bigotry” from the Catholic hierarchy. They are now 
joined by others, such as the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati, an 
Episcopalian, head of the Fair Campaign Practices 
Committee, set the tone in 1958. He warned against 
“sly” election appeals by what he called “hate- 
mongers.” This was proper, except that he included in 
this classification all those who “say that Catholic 
citizens adhere to doctrines not only alien but hostile 
to the United States.” 

HATEMONGERS? 

Many who have read Pope John’s discourse are 
convinced that the doctrines he espouses are “not only 
alien but hostile to the United States.” Are all those 
who react in this way “hatemongers?” Taft would say 
that they are. And for fear of such abuse, most citi- 
zens holding such views in 1958 kept them secret. 

Future attempts to discuss Vatican claims of sover- 
eignty over American citizens will similarly be met not 
with answers but with cries of “bigot” and “hate- 
monger.” This phenomenon, and the resultant suppres- 
sion of discussion was obvious last November. But in 
reporting the success of the Catholics, the journalistic 
political experts disregarded it. So they may also dis- 
regard a very possible contingency that would blow 
their predictions into the skies. This is the possibility 
of a resurgence of public concern about Papal inter- 
ference in American affairs. Resentments that were 
suppressed in 1958 may by 1960 burst forth more 
violently than if they had never been held down. 

There are many recent occasions for such resent- 
ment. In Catholic-controlled states, bishops have 
openly dictated to legislatures, for instance in Connecti- 
cut and Maine where they demanded free buses for 


- their parochial schools. (See ETERNITY, August, 1957) 


In Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and other states, in areas 
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where Catholics predominate, parochial schools have 
been designated—nominally only—as “public”. Local 
school boards have no control over them but the nuns 
are put on the public payroll and the school board 
pays the other expenses, including even “rent” to the 
bishop for the schoolhouse back of the Church that he 
owns and controls. “a 
Catholic hospitals, schools and missionaries are get- 
ting millions of dollars worth of federal aid indirectly 
that they are constitutionally forbidden to receive di- 
rectly. Bertha S. Adkins, Undersecretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare recently recounted the bene- 
fits to parochial schools under the new National De- 
fense Education Act. She told an assembly of nuns that 
its provisions were “designed to benefit” the private 
schools that they operate. 
Federal money is loaned for the construction of 
housing on Catholic campuses, including apartments for 
priests. Defense Department “surplus” property is 


, turned over to such institutions. The task of mission- 


aries is facilitated by making them the transmission 
belt by which billions of dollars worth of “surplus” 
food is sent to their prospective converts in foreign 
lands. The government pays for transporting immi- 
grants from Iron Curtain countries under Catholic aus- 
pices. It buys property in Lincoln Square, at the heart 
of New York City, and sells it back to Fordham Uni- 
versity for a fraction of its cost. Christian Brothers 
Whiskey is given a competitive advantage over other 
brands by tax exemptions. 

These things are bound to cause apprehension 
among non-Catholics and among Catholics who disagree 
with the Catholic doctrine that separation of Church 
and State is heresy. Where the Hierarchy has politcal 
dominance, such people thank God for the Supreme 
Court as the only force preventing that “establishment 
of religion” which our forefathers forbade. 

In New York City, these fears gave rise to a militant 
reaction. The Chancery office in New York had for 
years imposed on the City hospitals its particular theo- 
logical view which forbids dispensing of birth control 
information or therapy. For a long time the ban was a 
silent one, kept “under cover” even by the press. But 
finally, disgruntled physicians and a crusading journal- 
ist exposed it. Under the leadership of the Protestant 
Council, which represents only a small segment of the 
population, all the non-Catholic elements rose up and 
forced through a reversal. 

The Jesuit magazine America was dismayed by the 
defeat of the Archbishop. The editor said it was “almost 
frightening” to see these Protestants “together with 
many God-fearing Jews, fighting shoulder to shoulder 
with non-believers and pagans of all kinds.” This 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Any HOPE for the World? 


When you look at our world of brinkmanship, cold war and stock-piling, it is not a pretty picture; and 
perhaps you wash your hands of the despicable mess. But God didn’t. 


W E live in a century of revolt. Men are revolting 

against government, stated power and established 
forces—in fact, against all authority, law and right- 
eousness. 

Some time ago the Boston police force went on 
strike. Immediately the evil elements of the city broke 
loose. Store windows were smashed, people were 
beaten, some were killed. The entire nation was horri- 
fied by the lawlessness which was unleashed when 
the power of the police was removed. 

But that is the world today. 

Wherever you remove the restraining hand of govern- 
ment, you see the same lawlessness, revolt, corruption 
and violence. Scripture teaches that when men become 
corrupt, violence ensues; when men are righteous, there 
is peace. The lawlessness of our day is evidence enough 
of the corruption of the human heart. 

Millions of people in our world have turned to 
Communism. This philosophy is based on materialism: 
i.e., there is only one substance—matter. There is no 
mind, no soul, no spirit; there is only the functioning of 
matter in its various forms. 


The writer is pastor of the Park Street Church, Boston, 
president of the Board of Trustees, Fuller Theological 
Seminary, and author of such books as “Church in God” 
and “Protestant Preaching in Lent.” 





By HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA 


Communism believes that economics determines the 
course of history. When Nikita Khruschev told the 
diplomats in Moscow, “We will bury you,” he was 
simply stating what the Communists call the determin- 
ism of history. They believe that in the struggle for 
economic supremacy, the masses will liquidate all op- 
pressors, government and rulership, and will build the 
homogeneous, Communistic society. That is Marxist 
philosophy. 

In the meantime, governments of emerging nations 
are teaching their people to read. Literacy is being 
liquidated. Fifty per cent of the people of Indonesia 
have learned to read and write within the past eight 
years. Around the world one million people are learn- 
ing to read each week. Some say that as many as 80 
million people are learning to read every year. 

But what are these people learning to read? Into 
these countries, Communism is pouring its literature, 
subsidized by Communist nations; the Communist party 
is meeting the demands of these new literates for some- 
thing—anything—that they can read. 

By flooding newly literate people with their propa- 
ganda, Communism instills the idea that these people 
have been exploited, robbed and pillaged of their 
surplus wealth by the capitalistic nations. So they must 
band together and by ballot or force cast out the ex- 
ploiting, capitalistic class. Then they will establish the 
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dictatorship of the proletariat, build state socialism, and 
usher in the Communist society. Those who are 
committed to this theory believe that destiny decrees 
such a revolution. 

While Communism admittedly is atheistic, America 
too is absorbed in atheistic materialism. We are guilty 
of class conflict and race prejudice. Broken homes, 
juvenile delinquency, drunkenness, gambling, crime, 
drug addiction, nervous collapse and mental deteri- 
oration all too clearly betray that our people have 
departed from God into practical atheism. As a result, 
we cleave to the very thing we theoretically are com- 
batting. - 

Arnold Toynbee in The World and the West says 
that Communism is merely a weapon in the hand of 
the East in its perennial struggle against the West. It 
is effective because it is a self-criticism of the West and 
was imported into the East. 

The weakness of the West is that we follow the 
same line of thought as our opponents. Like them, we 
think that science is the answer, that a vast program 
of scientific education will enable us to retain the 
leadership of the world. 

Actually, the struggle is not for material mastery; 
it is a struggle between two ideologies—theism and 
atheism. 

Communism, admittedly atheistic, defends the 
materialistic way of life. And the West is striving to 
defend it even more strongly than Communism. 

Thus, two worlds, two diametrically opposed philo- 
sophies, are attempting to defend materialistic things. 
The tensions and dangers, saber-rattling, building of 
armaments with missile-carrying hydrogen warheads, 
the fusion of the hydrogen and fission of the uranium 
atom, all point toward potential destruction. 

Never has man piled up armaments and not used 
them. 

What a hopeless picture! 

But this is the lost world into which the Lord Jesus 
came to take our sin upon Himself. In Christ God 
revealed Himself, made Himself known, and brought 
men to Himself. 

In the person of Jesus we see true man and true 
God. He is the mediator between God and us. He 
represents us to God and represents God to us. 

The Bible tells us that this individual is the 
Creator, not a creature. Through him creation was 
made. From the vast astronomical universe to the un- 
iverse of the microcosm, all things were made by 
Christ; as Lord of the universe He holds all things 
together. 

This is the One who began life with a baby’s cry in a 
manger at Bethlehem, lived as a boy in subjection to 
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His parents and identified Himself with us in baptism. 
He taught, performed miracles, and went about doing 
good. Finally, He destroyed the enmity that existed 
between the world and God; for God was in Christ 
reconciling the world. unto Himself. On Calvary He 
suffered the sins of the world. : 

And in Jesus Christ salvation has come to the world 
—this world of dread and horror. 

But what is this salvation that Christ has brought to 
the world? 


THREE-FOLD SALVATION 


First of all, Jesus saves the individual. In God’s 
sight, every soul is of such value as to warrant the 
death of Jesus Christ upon the cross. God loved the 
world. Jesus Christ took away the sin of the world. 
And individuals in that world who believe on Jesus 
will be saved. 

Because God Himself placed such value on the 


- individual, we should likewise evaluate our fellowmen. 


If we put the same value on the individual that God 
does, our race conflict, class struggles, prejudice and 
hatred would end; our social problems would be solved. 

Second, there is a social aspect of salvation. You can- 
not ignore the disease, unsanitary conditions, hunger, 
ignorance and illiteracy of people throughout the world. 
In many countries today, missionaries are not welcome 
unless they come as doctors, teachers, engineers or 
technical experts. Although this is not the primary 
motive of missions, it certainly is a fringe benefit of the 
missionary enterprise. 

The Bible teaches not only individual salvation, but 
also a resultant social transformation and the enthrone- 
ment of moral law. 

Third, there is also an eschatological salvation, for 
we know that the Lord Jesus Christ will return. 

We may not be able to do much about atomic 
energy, nor have an influence on Russia and her 
satellites. We may not have much to do with the 
return of the Jew to Israel. We may not even have 
much to do with the increase of knowledge, improved 
transportation, nor the reign of fear in the hearts of 
men. 

But we are responsible to heed the word of the Lord 
Jesus to preach the gospel to every creature. Now the 
Lord is gathering out a people for His name. He is 
building His Church, and upon that Church will rest the 
glory of God. Throughout eternity she will be united 
with Jesus Christ her Lord. 

This is the world in which we live. This is the need: 
vast, increasing, challenging, terrible. This is the com- 
mission which no believer can escape—auntil Jesus 
comes again. And this is the only hope for the world— 
Jesus Christ Himself. 


Sin and holiness are not in things but in souls. 17 
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ISCRIMINATION in America has come in for a great 

deal of heart-searching, and properly so. On the 

civic plane, progress is being made toward eliminating 

a virtual “second class’ citizenship by bringing all prac- 
tices in line with the Constitution of the United States. 

But so intense has been the battle against discrimi- 
nation that we might forget that discrimination can be 
good. We must be careful not to pour out the baby 
with the bath. 

The word “discrimination” is not always bad, nor is 
“indiscrimination” always good. 

Consider four types of citizens: 

Citizen A prepared himself for an election by “bon- 
ing up” on the candidates. When he stepped into the 
booth he voted for the people who in his judgment were 
best suited for public office. He was a discriminating 
voter, but in a good sense. 

Citizen B also made a previous study of the candi- 
dates. He was little concerned about their political 
views and capacities for civic responsibility. Their re- 
ligion and race were of primary importance to him. So 
he voted accordingly. 

Citizen C voted with improper discrimination, per- 
haps without malice aforethought, but nevertheless 
with a taint of bias. Since he had not informed himself 
about the merits of office-seekers he sent by the way 
the names appeared in print. “Kelly” looked more 
familiar to him than “Carlson” or “Cohen,” and that 
was the name he checked. 

Then, there was Citizen D, who claimed to be free of 
any discrimination. In his view one candidate was as 
good as another. He marked his ballot hap-hazardly 
and indifferently. He did with his votes what a 
would-be philanthropic millionaire once did with dol- 
lar bills—opened his hotel window and threw them 
indiscriminately into the crowd below. 

Whether discrimination is good or bad depends 
entirely on how it is used and what actions it describes. 
Certainly, proper discrimination has its place. 


The author serves with the Commission on College and 
University Work, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
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Amid all the discussion of rights, 
the American Constitution, and prejudice, 


we might well ask the question: 


© IS DISCRIMINATION ALWAYS WRONG? 


By RUDOLPH F. NORDEN 


God gave us reason and conscience to guide us in 
moral choices. This was His commandment to Adam: 
“Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat, 
but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil thou 
shalt not eat of it.” It was God’s will that man make 
proper use of his critical faculties and his freedom by 
distinguishing carefully between what is morally good 
and evil. One way in which the human being was made 
higher than the brute was by virtue of his powers of 
judgment and discernment. Animals from ants to apes, 
were not equipped with moral antennae. Therefore 
Jesus tells us not to “give that which is holy unto the 
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine.” Only 
man can discriminate in moral matters. 

Further, God gave us at least five senses to dis- 
criminate in the things of life. Ours would be a miser- 
able, if not impossible, mundane existence if every- 
thing seemed the same to us: quality merchandise and 
shoddy goods, healthful food and poison, classical 
music and cacophony, the religious Rock of Ages and 
raucous Rock ’n’ Roll. 

When man’s moral radar system goes on the blink 
the result is misguided discrimination, and that is a sin. 
Blurred and indistinct signals are flashed on the screen, 
particularly in the field of human relations. Discrimi- 
nation, occasioned by sheer ignorance, habituation, or 
unvarnished lovelessness and _ selfishness, manifest 
themselves. Minority groups are denied such rights, 
privileges, and opportunities which the majority, or the 
group in power, claims for itself. Abridgements are 
often made on grounds of race, skin-color, or religious 
affiliation. These are instances of un-Christian discrim- 
ination. We call it a sin, because the practices are at 
variance with the clear and unmistakable signals of 
God’s biblical revelation with regard to human creation 
and redemption. What is the message of God has com- 
municated to us? 

He made of one all the nations of the earth. 
Whether we read here “one blood,” as the King James 
Version does, or follow the Revised Standard Version 
with its rendition of “one,” the meaning is the same: 
All peoples come from a common parentage, Adam 
and Eve, who are father and mother of us all. 
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Holy Scripture speaks of people in terms of equality 
also when it presents its central message, that of sin 
and salvation. It teaches that all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God. As all were made sin- 
ners through the first Adam, so by way of balance all 
are made righteous through the second Adam, Jesus 
Christ. The outcome of Christ’s redemption deeply af- 
fects the Christian Church in its attitude to people in 
general. The Apostle Paul phrased it like this: “There 
is neither Jew nor Greek.” 

The Christian who believes that God in Christ loved 
the whole world will work consistently to gain all na- 
tions for salvation. What is more, he is committed to 
action which guarantees and gives to all citizens equal 
opportunities for work, education, life, liberty, the pur- 
suit of happiness, and such participation in our eco- 
nomic, political, and cultural society as he claims for 
himself. The sum of the Decalog dealing with human 
relationships makes all this mandatory: “Thou -shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


CHOICE OF FRIENDS 


In the heat of discussion some have outreached 
themselves, branding as improper discrimination what 
in reality is the exercise of a personal freedom, with no 
hurt resulting to the neighbor. Let us consider exam- 
ples from everyday life. 

Mrs. Smith and her personal friends: The selection 
of friends is a personal matter, a process closely as- 
sociated with the home. The home is one’s castle. No 
higher power of government can presume to dictate 
what friends Mrs. Smith entertains in her home. Bar- 
ring, of course, sought criminals and traitors, your com- 
panions in home-centered social life are people you 
have a right to select. Does not the hostess have the 
privilege of determining who shall be guests at her ta- 
ble? To be selective in inviting individuals to a private 
hunting lodge or a women’s bridge club is not to prac- 
tice wrongful discrimination towards those not invited. 
There may be factors to make it so, but by itself the 
principle remains unaffected. Christ chose twelve men 
to be his friends, and He gave account to no one for 
the private company He kept. It would be going beyond 
reason to criticize our Lord for this. 

The forsaking of all others in the marriage vow— 
discrimination? Closely related to the home is mar- 
riage and the choice of a marriage partner. It lies in the 
very nature of things that the selection of one as a 
spouse implies the forsaking of all others. This does 
not involve illicit discrimination, for obviously a man or 
a woman can’t marry them all. In fact, few institutions 
demand such painstaking discrimination and God- 
given wisdom than marriage. Naturally, religion will be 
a big factor in selecting a marriage partner. A mar- 
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riage and home religiously divided is on a shaky founda- 
tion. When a couple agrees on Christ as Savior and 
Head of the home it attains to a spiritual unity able to 
withstand minor irritations and major crises. 

To be sure, the Bible does not explicitly forbid inter- 
religious and interracial marriages. “The thought that 
interracial marriage is unChristian should be dismissed 
without hesitation,” writes Professor Otto E. Sohn, a 
member of the Concordia Seminary faculty of St. 
Louis, Mo. However, what is permissible may not al- 
ways be wise. There is nothing morally wrong when a 
young woman walks home at night on a dark Chicago 
street. No laws of God or the city are broken by doing 
it. Nevertheless, recent events prompt us to question 
the wisdom of it. 

There are honorary fraternities and professional so- 
cieties open only to those who by reason of excellent 
scholarship or training in specialized fields can qualify 
for membership. Religion and race are not at issue, 


- ideally speaking. If I, as a minister of the Gospel, am 


declared ineligible for membership in a society of civil 
engineers or an undertakers’ association I am not the 
victim of uncharitable discrimination. 

But what is the role of open-eyed concern in mat- 
ters of religious faith? The careless person says, “It 
makes no difference what I believe, or by what spirit- 
ual standards I live.” To that we reply in the words of 
the Apostle Paul, “Be not conformed to this world, but 
be ye transformed.” Another ventures the judgment, 
“One church is as good as another. It makes no differ- 
ence which one I attend or join.” Stated in another 
way, this philosophy maintains, “It doesn’t matter 
what you believe, just so you are sincere.” 


OVERLY TOLERANT 


Such a broad tolerance would get people into deep 
trouble were it practiced in secular life. We don’t want 
pharmicists to fill prescriptions with indiscrimination. 
As citizens we resist bland preachments that all politi- 
cal philosophies, whether Communism, Socialism, or 
Fascism, serve you well, just so you are a diligent and 
devoted subject. Discerning people realize that it makes 
a world of difference what you believe politically, for 
what you believe will eventually express itself in what 
you are and do. 

Discrimination in the affairs of one’s religious faith 
is infinitely more important. This is what Paul urges, 
“Prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.” Many Bible passages stress the same need 
for guardian. care. “Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits, whether they be of God,” writes 
John. 

The reverse side of the coin is gullibility, an easy 

(Continued on page 36) 
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WHY 

PRE- 
MILLENNIALISM 
MAKES 

SENSE 


RTHUR T. PIERSON declared that early in the min- 
A istry he knew little or nothing about the Second 
Coming of Christ. To him all Scripture was a perfect 
circle with the coming of the Savior to Bethlehem as its 
focus. In vain he tried to get Scripture into that per- 
spective. 

Later when he learned there were two comings of 
the Lord and the Bible was more like an ellipse with 
two foci, then all Scripture found its proper place. 

Premillennialism is an “overview” of Scripture, tele- 
scopic more than microscopic in its intent. We are per- 
suaded that the premillennial view makes sense be- 
cause it is thoroughly biblical. And we are persuaded 
that the entire Bible makes sense to the premillennialist. 


Premillennialism holds that there will be a kingdom 


of Christ lasting a thousand years here on earth. This 
kingdom will be inaugurated by the personal return of 
the Lord Jesus. 

In contrast postmillennialism holds that Christ will 
return at the end of that period. 

Amillennialism declares that there will be no reign of 
a thousand years; instead, the present age will culmi- 
nate in the final judgment, after which there will be a 
new heaven and new earth. 

One must recognize that premillennialism is a system 
of biblical interpretation and not an essential factor 
in salvation. One can truly be born of the Spirit and 
thereby be a child of God and not be a premillennialist. 
Since premillennialism is primarily a matter of herme- 
neutics, its advocates do not regard as heretics those 
of other millennial persuasions. 

The apostolic Scriptures and church history make it 
clear that the early church was distinctly premillennial. 
The second coming of the Savior was indeed the 
“blessed hope” of believers during the long persecu- 
tions under imperial Rome. With the coming of Augus- 


The author is the president of Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
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Your view of the future affects your 
entire life; indeed it may even 

explain how God has worked in the past. 
But no matter what you have previously 
believed, this article will give you 


a fresh outlook on premillennialism. 


By V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


tine there came some change in the interpretation of 
prophecy; and as the Dark Ages deepened, the hope of 
the imminent return of the Lord became increasingly 
dim. There was little emphasis thereon in the teaching 
of the Reformers; and only the last three centuries 
have seen a strong revival of premillennial teaching. 

Postmillennialism was in vogue last in the 19th cen- 
tury and early 20th. The 19th century saw great re- 
vival movements in Britajn and America, with result- 
ant world-wide outreach of Protestant missions. Mis- 
sionary effort abroad which reached the fringe of every 
continent and penetrated into the interior of some 
countries was matched by social reform in many areas. 
Prohibition, the rise of literacy, the spread of Christian 
education in the United States were held to be indica- 
tions that the millennium was about to dawn. 

This view in the opinion of some was enhanced by 
the rise of democracy (at least the form thereof) in 
areas previously dominated by age-old autocracies. 
Republics replaced the dynasty of the Manchus in 
China and that of the Ottoman sultans of Turkey. With 
the First World War the imperial families of czarist 
Russia, Germany, and Austria-Hungary were removed, 
and the remaining crowned heads of Europe were 
“constitutional monarchs.” The Court of International 
Justice seemed to be the answer to international ten- 
sions and conflicts, and the League of Nations appeared 
to many to be the capstone to the age-long search for 
lasting peace. To most postmillennialists World War II 
proved to be the complete disillusionment of their 
dreams, and nowadays one hears little of that position 
on prophecy. 

Amillennialism is more a protest against the inter- 
pretation of certain Scripture than it is an organized 
system of Bible interpretation. One finds no systematic 
organization of amillennial doctrine. Usually amillen- 
nialist writers concern themselves with the alleged 
pessimism, literalism, biblicism, and “Judaism” of pre- 
millennialists. Amillennialism concerns itself far more 


ErTernITy 








Fel 














with the First Advent and the Atonement, and to a 
much less degree to the Second Advent. 

Premillennialists recognize that there is wide diver- 
gence of views among equally earnest and well-in- 
formed students of the Bible. Historicists like the late 
Grattan Guiness and futurists like W. E. Blackstone, 
and J. N. Darby are alike premillennial in their view 
on the Second Coming. 

It is recognized likewise that mistakes have been 
made by well-meaning premillenarians. In their use of 
the Scriptures as a telescope they have been inclined to 
use a high-power lens which magnifies a detail but 
gives very little breadth or depth to one’s observations. 
The Old Testament does not profess to give a com- 
plete chronology of Bible history, and any day-year 
theory based on an incomplete chronology is bound to 
give inaccurate results. Date setting and minute occu- 
pation with details are alike dangerous in prophetic 
study. Some have appeared to their contemporaries to 
be the antichrist: Napoleon in his day, Kaiser Wil- 
helm II, Mustapha Kemal Pasha, and Mussolini, to 
mention a few; all of whom are dead and gone. Cur- 
rent history casts no light on Bible prophecy; while the 
reverse may be the case. The “spectacular” in pro- 
phetic preaching is very likely not the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Because of excessive enthusiasm and exaggerations 
on the part of some popular premillennial preaching, 
the doctrine has fallen into some disregard and dis- 
repute, and in many areas shares the current indiffer- 
ence toward any teaching on the Second Coming. 
Prophetic conferences have largely disappeared. Evan- 
gelical journals have few articles on the Second Ad- 
vent, and seldom is the subject mentioned from most 
pulpits. 

Often the emphasis given by premillenarians has 
been distorted for lack of proper perspective. Believers 
are to be looking for the coming of Christ, not of anti- 
christ. We are to be concerned with obeying the Great 
Commission and not with details, imaginary or not, of 
the Great Tribulation. The true premillennialist should 
be teachable in Spirit, searching the Scriptures, sensi- 
tive of heart to the need of his fellow Christians and of 
those who know not the Saviour, and also to the still, 
small voice of the Holy Spirit. 


PERSPECTIVE OF ALL HISTORY 


Premillennialism should be meaningful in every area 
of our life and service. Whoever is committed to the 
premillennial view of prophecy commits himself to 
much else beside. 

I. Premillennialism gives proper perspective to the 
consummation of all things and also of creation. It rec- 
ognizes that the Almighty had a divine plan and pur- 


pose for this world and for mankind which he placed 
therein. Endued and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
Peter declared to the multitude at the Beautiful Gate: 
“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you: whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began” (Acts 3:20-21). 

Uppermost in the teaching of the prophets about 
the “times of restitution of all things” was a golden age 
of peace and blessing in the earth, when the curse of 
sin would be lifted (Isa. 11:1-9; Rom. 8:19-23), and 
when there would be a restoration of the kingdom of 
Israel (Isa. 11:10-12:6; Deut. 4:27-31; 31:9; Hosea 
3:4-5; etc.). 

This “restitution” or restoration refers one back to 
the original creation and God’s purpose for it. The con- 
sistent premillennialist should be a convinced crea- 
tionist. 

The premillennialist is not dogmatic as to details of 
time past stretching to the creation nor of time future 
awaiting the consummation. He is convinced as to the 
past and as to the future, but is not cantankerous as to 
details therein. Having become a believer in the Lord 
Jesus and in the Bible he has come to experiential ac- 
quaintanceship with the Creator, and found him to be 
indeed a “faithful Creator.” To him the universe is not 
a gigantic clock running down; rather, it faces a golden 
age ahead, here in this world; after which there will be 
indeed a new heaven and new earth. 


MOTIVATION TO SERVICE 


II. Premillennialism gives meaning to history as well 
as motivation to service. 

God’s heart and hand in human history is not readily 
discerned by the indifferent and uninformed. The 
Scriptures make it plain that the Almighty does con- 
cern Himself with mankind, that indeed His eyes “run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth,” and that 
“righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people.” 

History is a movement toward a goal. It moves in di- 
rect lines from responsibility to judgment and not in 
cycles as stated by the Greek philosophers, nor does it 
meander without meaning as held by many today. The 
Scriptures reveal dispensations of divine dealings with 
mankind, and each of these, including the present age 
of gracé, end in judgment. 

Premiillennialism brings into clear focus the respon- 
sibility of the church to preach the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth and the rapture of the church at the Second 
Coming. It recognizes the return of the Jewish rem- 
nant to Palestine and the re-establishment of the gov- 
ernment of Israel, which, apart from prophetic 
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illumination, would be an anomaly in current history. 
Likewise it recognizes the refining fires of future trib- 
ulation for the nations of earth, to be followed by the 
“restitution of all things.” Apart from the perspective 
of premillennialism, history is a mystery or madness, or 
both. 

The premillennialist should be aware of the march- 
ing orders for the church, the body of Christ, during 
the period between our Lord’s ascension into heaven 
and His return. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me... . 
unto the uttermost part of the earth”; he declared just 
before He left; and the angelic word to the disciples 
followed: “This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:8, 11). 

The premillennial Christian is concerned about his 
present responsibility and also confident about the fu- 
ture. He is a realist as to world conditions, and yet is 
rejoicing in hope of the Savior’s soon return. He is dili- 
gent in his Christian duty and undisturbed by impend- 
ing storms on earth’s horizons. History will yet prove to 
be His story. 


PROPER SENSE OF VALUES 


Ill. The perspective of premillennialism helps bring 
into focus the differentiation between values that are 
eternal and those merely ephemeral. A general judg- 
ment at the end of the age is for most Christians a 
relatively vague concept. There is little of immediacy 
or urgency about it. Intrinsically it contains the con- 
cept that there is time to prepare for the eventuality. 

The personal, premillennial, and imminent return of 
the Savior, on the other hand, sharpens very appreciably 
the realization that at any moment we may be called to 
answer for ourselves at the Bema, the judgment seat of 
Christ (1 Cor. 3:9-15; II Cor. 5:9-11; Romans 14:10). 

This strict accountability for the Christian at the 
judgment seat of Christ, where he will be judged for his 
works, makes life to be sacred trust. We are responsible 
to make the most of every opportunity, every day; for 
life is God’s gift to us. 

Premillennialism underlines the serious truth of the 
statement: “Only one life twill soon be past; only 
what’s done for Christ will last.” That alone which is 
“gold, silver, precious stones” will stand the testing of 
the Saviour’s judgment seat. 

Premillennialism underscores the realization that we 
are to hold lightly the things of earth, its blessings and 
its bitter disappointments. These are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that will be revealed in God’s 
people. Thus there is earnestness of endeavor and yet 
little regard for earthly considerations such as praise 
or blame; only that we hear the Master’s words: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant!” 


Thus premillennialism sharpens our focus on values. 
It throws clear light on our responsibilities, and also 
upon the rewards for faithfulness. The parable of the 
talents (Matthew 25) and that of the pounds (Luke 
19) become matters of urgent reality to the premillen- 
nial Christian, who remembers likewise the closing 
promise of the Savior in Revelation 22:12—‘“And, be- 
hold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be.” 


DUAL CITIZENSHIP 


IV. The perspective of premillennialism likewise 
emphasizes the dual citizenship of the Christian. The 
Bible teaches him that he is a citizen of the realm in 
which he is born or naturalized, and also a citizen in 
the kingdom of God. Romans 13:1-7 and I Peter 2: 
13-17 give him the basic principles of his earthly citi- 
zenship. Human government is ordained of God for the 
welfare of mankind, and those who govern are re- 
sponsible to the Almighty. In turn, the citizen is to 
obey the law, respect authority; in a word, to be a citi- 
zen consistent with his Christian testimony. 

Likewise he recognizes that human government is a 
limited delegation of authority from the Almighty. The 
same Peter who said, “Submit yourselves to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake . . .” (I Peter 2:13) 
also said to the ecclesiastical rulers of his nation, “We 
ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). In 
substance, Peter was insisting that the apostles could 
not be forbidden to preach the Gospel but could be de- 
nied the use of the temple area for that purpose. Hu- 
man government can forbid Christians to hold street 
meetings on a given corner because of traffic conditions 
but have no divine authorization to forbid the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, the reading of the Scriptures, or the 
believing on the Lord Jesus as one’s Savior. 

The Christian must determine for himself in the light 
of the Scriptures where he draws the line between 
what government can and cannot do. Certainly we pay 
taxes. We should exercise our right to vote for our 
representatives in government. The Christian should be 
willing to run for political office and to exercise the 
same in the light of Christian conscientiousness. More 
Christians should consider this vocation. 

Upon believing on the Lord Jesus the Christian has 
become a citizen of the kingdom of God. Colossians 
1:13 declares that God “hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.” Believers are “children of 
the kingdom” (Matt. 13:38) during this age when the 
King Himself is absent. Unless they had been born 
anew they could not have seen the kingdom (John 
3:3); but having become its citizens they are to seek 
first its interests (Matt. 6:33). 

(Continued on page 46) 
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In country after country 
African officials are 
throwing open the door for 
Bible distribution; and the 
Word goes to the people. 


They 
walked in 
Africa’s 
front 
door 
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é AM EXTREMELY gratified to learn that you have a 
plan for the free distribution of one million copies 
of the Bible in the main languages of Nigeria.” 

With these gracious words, Premier Awolowo of 
Nigeria recently swung wide the door of his country 
to modern missionary forces. Missionaries stepped in 
to launch an intensive country-wide campaign of Scrip- 
ture distribution and mass evangelization in Nigeria. 
Premier Awolowo’s action is typical of the “red carpet” 
treatment received by the Pocket Testament League in 
one African country after another. 

Alfred Kunz, PTL international director, says, “God 
is working in Africa today as never before in its long 
and turbulent history.” 

One reason for PTL’s success in winning official sup- 
port is that the League distributes only Scripture por- 
tions in its campaigns. While political leaders might be 
criticized for allowing the distribution of other types 
of literature because its content was “controversial,” 


_ few object to the distribution of God’s Word. 


Today the entire continent of Africa is in transition 
—-socially, culturally, politically, economically and 
spiritually. Many African leaders recognize that the 
Bible can play a vital role in helping to meet the in- 
dividual, tribal and national tensions, fears and in- 
securities that come with change. 

Kenya’s Governor Baring stated: “I have no doubt 
that the teachings of the Bible will continue to play an 
ever increasing part in the lives of the African people 
of this country.” 

The prestige of such African leaders has given PTL 
greater acceptance among the people they have been 
seeking to reach. Even in the unsettled areas, where 
it would seem natural that any government-endorsed 
religious effort would be doomed from the start, people 
were eager to hear the message and receive the 
Gospels. 

Africa’s rapid advance in literacy in the past decade 
is another reason that the official welcome mat is out in 
Africa. With thousands and thousands of new literates, 
good literature is at a premium. 

The alert Communists pour their propaganda sheets 
into Africa and find eager reading audiences. Officials 
are realizing that the distribution of Scriptures is a real 
boon in combating Communist propaganda. 

Director Kunz says, “We have walked in Africa’s 
front door. The gospel message has found a ready 
reception in thousands of African hearts.” 


Hausa Pocket Testament League Gospels come off the Niger Press 
ready for distribution to Africa’s emerging peoples. 


Glenn Wagner (I.) of PTL and Ray Oosthuis of South Africa General 
Mission speak to group before distributing the Testaments to them. 
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FOR AUSTRALIA 


Why Graber AND TEAM 


Dr. V. R. EDMAN, President 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 





We are praying for Billy Graham and the Australian Crusade; 

First, because the Bible encourages and challenges us to 
pray one for another, to pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into His harvest field (in this case, Australia), 
to pray that God's Word will “run and be glorified’ in 
thousands of hearts there. The effectual, fervent prayer of 
God's people avails much. 

Second, Australia needs the Gospel, and many of its 
leaders have invited Billy to preach in their country. Church 
attendance and spiritual life is at a low ebb we understand, 
and Australia needs revival. 

Third, revival in Australia can be a means to a larger end. 
Australia can be the base for missionary work in nearby 
island world: New Guinea, Indonesia, and the hundreds of 
islands in the South Pacific, even much more than has been 
done in the past. 






) pr. HERBERT S. MEKEEL, President 
National Association of Evangelicals 


To succeed in Christian work and witness, Billy Graham and 
his helpers must deny themselves in personal self-sacri- 
fice. By the prayers of God's people, they are strengthened 
for such self-sacrifice. As we join together in prayer for him 
and his work in Australia, we are likewise drawn together 
ourselves. In such fashion, we fulfill the evangelical com- 
mand of our Lord. 





Dr. WILBUR M. SMITH, Professor of English Bible 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 





Billy Graham, without any question, has been used of God 
to bring more people into a believing relationship with 
Jesus Christ as Saviour than any other man of this genera- 
tion, or any man of his age in modern times. All who fer- 
vently believe in the proclamation of the gospel which this 
man boldly and constantly preaches should daily be able 
to say what our Lord said to Simon Peter, “I have prayed 
for thee.’’ Dr. Graham has repeatedly said that it was the 
prayers of God's people that made the New York and San 
Francisco campaigns so effective. 

As we earnestly prayed for his ministry in the cities of our 
own land, let us be equally faithful in praying for the forth- 
coming campaign in a land most of us will probably never 
see, but which needs the same gospel by which alone men 
are delivered from the power of sin and the fear of death, 
and become the children of God. We are not witnessing a 
genuine revival on earth today. If God willed, one could be 
kindled in Australia. 


Dr. H. H. SAVAGE, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Pontiac, Michigan 


1 like to read the words, “men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint’’ (Luke 18:1) in reverse order: “instead of fainting, 
men ought to pray.’’ In facing opposition, instead of being 
discouraged, men ought to pray. In facing bitter criticism, 
instead of being disheartened, men ought to pray. In facing 
many difficulties, instead of being dismayed, men ought to 
pray. How much the Billy Graham Team needs the prayers 
of ALL of God’s people as they face their coming campaigns! 
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You may think that parts of this plan are 
revolutionary—too revolutionary for your own 
Sunday school. Maybe it is, but on the other 
hand, if you’re longing to see a lasting impact 
on the lives of your Sunday school pupils, it 
might. be worth while to consider an idea that 
could transform your Sunday school. 


RADITIONALLY, most Sunday schools have had 
“opening exercises.” But in recent years many 

leaders have been deploring the term and what it con- 
notes in practice. They see most such exercises con- 
sisting of singing, unplanned and unfocused, serving to 
mark time till all have arrived, and thus teaching the 
habit of late arrival and of singing hymns as mere ac- 
tivity without purpose or thought. Prayer is a per- 
functory ritual, without preparation of heart. Reading 
of Scripture is another ritual. Sometimes the super- 
intendent’s remarks are planned; sometimes they are of 
value to some age group. sometimes they draw interest. 

“Opening” it is, and “exercise” it is, but of dubious 
value to people for whom Sunday school is the chief 
means of Christian education during the whole week. 

“Let’s have worship instead of opening exercises,” 
leaders have suggested. So some superintendents have 
dutifully called the opening exercises “worship,” but it 
has been a case of “a rose by any other name .. .” 
and the waste of time has gone on. Resist as we will the 
accusation that Sunday school is “the most wasted hour 
of the week,” we cannot deny that the shoe so dis- 
tastefully presented to the public fits, in all too many 
cases. 

But how can superintendents and teachers produce 
a worship service when they do not understand how it 
fits into the program or what its purpose is? Certainly 
its purpose is not to preview the lesson, thus making 
the teacher’s task more difficult. Certainly it is not to 
fill time, or to exercise, or to entertain, by singing or 
praying or reading Scripture! 

Picture the child, the young person, or the adult who 
arrives at the church on Sunday morning for Sunday 


Dr. LeBar, widely known Christian education speaker 
and writer, is associate professor of Christian education 
at Wheaton College. 
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school. Let’s send him straight to his class, where the 
teacher is ready to greet him, ready to talk to him 
about his own personal interests, to find out what is on 
his mind, what happened during the week, what bur- 
dens he is bearing, what joys he is eager to share with 
a sympathetic listener. (How much better we could 
teach if we knew the present state of mind and heart of 
the class! How can we teach effectively without know- 
ing it?) 

From this informal gathering of the class members, 
the teacher goes into the teaching of the Bible lesson 
for the day. Often some remark or cue given in the pre- 
session moments furnishes the best attention-getting ap- 
proach to the lesson. Now follows solid instruction in 
the Word. It is aimed chiefly at information, although 
feelings are never isolated for it is always the whole 
person with whom we deal. Nonetheless, we must 
know the truth before we can do it. The Sunday 
school lesson makes the truth known. Its appeal lies 
chiefly to the mind. 

But does known truth automatically go to work in 
deeds and life? If only it were so! Then those who know 
it is wrong to steal would not steal; those who know the 
plan of salvation would be Christians. Those who have 
the facts would be the holiest people. Misled by an out- 
moded educational philosophy that once swept the 
United States as John Dewey’s teachings have done in 
more recent years, our Sunday schools have long been 
proceeding on the incorrect assumption that to know 
the truth is to do it. We have sent children home after 
they had been “told the truth,” or when they could 
“say” Bible verses, secure in the false hope that they 
would forthwith proceed to put the truth into life. 

A serious look at the results of our earnest work on 
Sunday mornings raises many doubts about its effi- 
ciency. How many of the children we have had in 
Sunday school remain to become church stalwarts? We 
have had no time—perhaps an unconscious fear of 
taking the kind of inventory any good business does 
yearly to see what our production returns actually are. 
Someone has said that 85 per cent of our church mem- 
bers come from our Sunday school, but. that these 
85 per cent represent only 5 per cent of the Sunday 
school. What happens to the other 95 per cent? Are 
the church members who have come up through our 
Sunday schools the godly, grounded, established saints 
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they should be after these many years of teaching in 
the Word? It might indeed be embarrassing to have an 
accurate check on results. ; 

Now back to that class being instructed in the Word. 
We shall not expect that the lesson instruction has pre- 
pared them fully to live the truth we have given. After 
the class, they enter a worship service, a service built 
on the same central truth as the lesson, but a service 
aiming to take that “head knowledge” and make it 
“heart knowledge” by putting it into the feelings and 
the will. In the lesson period we may teach the plan of 
salvation so all the class thoroughly understand what 
God has done and what they must do. In the worship 
service their thoughts will be lifted to God’s perspective, 
their hearts wooed to love Him in return for His great 
gift, and their wills challenged to make the great de- 
cision to accept this salvation. 

Or, perhaps the lesson has been on telling the truth. 
The young person has learned what God thinks of 
truth, has perhaps heard the story of Elisha’s servant 
who for his lie to Naaman became a leper. The appli- 
cations to the child’s life today have been made. He 
knows God wants him to tell the truth in school when 
it is very hard to do so, at home even if it means pun- 
ishment, on the playground even if it means losing the 
game. He knows what he should do. In the worship 
service he looks upward to God’s perfection and adores 
this high and holy One who loves him. He longs to 
fulfil God’s pleasure in his life. His feelings are stirred 
to obey God’s will and to be truthful. He joins in the 
climactic prayer in which he voices to God his desire to 
tell the truth and his request for God’s strength to help 
him to do it during the coming week. He goes home a 
changed child, with a purpose to live differently. 

If each person coming to Sunday school were to 
have such an experience of worship each week, our 
homes, schools and communities would see changed 
lives in far greater degree than at present. 

Of course changed lives have resulted from Sunday 
school teaching in the past. But so often it has been in 
spite of hit-and-miss tactics. What could happen if 
head and heart were each week reached for God be- 
cause of a purposeful, careful combination of instruc- 
tion and worship! 

Why could not the church service fill this need? In 
most churches many who come to Sunday school do not 
remain for church. Perhaps they should, but the fact 
remains that they do not. And if they did? How help- 
ful would it be for a Primary boy who has had a lesson 
on being strong in the Lord to fight sin, to remain for a 
church service that focused on comfort in time of trial? 

The chance that a service would coincide with any 
given department’s aim would be negligible, to say 
nothing of the likelihood of meeting the needs of all 
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Do not revile that which you do not understand. 

















































the departments of the school. And if it were the same 
subject, would it be communicated with life-changing 
force to all age groups from four years to ninety? Cer- 
tainly there is much less likelihood of this than in the 
departmental worship. service which is planned on the 
basis of the lesson the children have just received. 

And what of the worship service and instruction 
periods which are planned independently of each 
other, even though they are graded to fit a certain 
age? The honest pastor says, “Even adults cannot 
assimilate more than one essential truth in one church 
service. Indeed they do well to get one focus.” Then 
how can we think children can have a lesson with an 
aim in one direction, taught well enough in 30 minutes 
to carry over into life, and then another focus with 
another truth in a worship service of 20 to 30 minutes 
that will also get into life? 

True, there must be variety. But one hour is all too 
short a time to present a truth to the understanding, 

* apply it to life situations, and burn it into the feelings 
so that the will takes action in terms of living it. 

Yes, worship in the Sunday school should be con- 
sidered as essential as the teaching of the truth. For 
teaching that concerns spiritual truth must be worship- 
fully assimilated into the life. 








Did you ever hear anyone say, “I was wretched and miser- 
able, but | got hold of Voltaire’s writings and found peace”? 
Did you ever hear anyone say, “I was in agony because of 
my sin, but | found a copy of Tom Paine and immediately 
entered into the joy of full liberty’? Did you ever hear any- 
one say that he had been freed from the slavery of alcohol 
or dope through atheism? 

1 never heard of any such thing, but | have heard. through- 
out my life of men and women who were oppressed by every 
kind of sin and all manner of problems who have come to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and have found complete deliverance 
and satisfaction. 


I came to Jesus, as | was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 

1 found in Him a resting place 
And He has made me glad. 
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What did the founding fathers of America really believe? 





ww: OF THE honored men who founded our 
country? What did they believe concerning the 
essentials of Christianity? These questions are often 
asked; the responses they bring are frequently foolish 
and ignorant. 

Too often we like to think of our founding fathers, as 
we would like them to have been, rather than as they 
really were. 

Because so much information has been given on 
this subject, the recent book, In God We Trust,* by 
Norman Cousins, becomes quite significant. 

In this book, the editor of Saturday Review has col- 
lected the references to religion from the writings of 
the American founding fathers. 

This book reveals that our founding fathers were 
the product of the 18th century. For the most part 
their faith was quiet and peaceful. The most notorious 
of these men was Thomas Paine. He was certainly not 
an atheist, and his last writings contain these words: 
“I consider myself in the hands of my Creator, and that 
He will dispose of me after this life consistently with 
His justice and goodness . . .” After this statement he 
added that he believed he had proved the New Testa- 
ment “fabulous and false.” 

At 85, Benjamin Franklin wrote to Ezra Stiles: “As 
to Jesus of Nazareth, I think the system of morals and 
his religion, as he left them to us, the best the world 
ever saw or is likely to see; but I apprehend it has re- 
ceived various corrupting changes, and I have, with 
most of the present dissenters in England some doubts 
*In God We Trust: The Religious Beliefs and Ideas of the 


American Founding Fathers. Edited by Norman Cousins. 
Harper. 443 pp. $5.95. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


as to his divinity; though it is a question I do. not 
dogmatize upon, having never studied it. . . . I see no 
harm in its being believed, if that belief has the good 
consequence, as probably it has, of making his doc- 
trines more respected and better observed.” 

Roman Catholics have often cited the fact that 
Franklin requested the Pope to appoint John Carroll as 
first American bishop. But the reason for this, as this 
book shows, was to prevent the French Canadian 
Catholic from infiltrating the Roman church in this 
country. Franklin’s reason was purely political. 

George Washington, an Episcopalian, stopped taking 
communion in that denomination at the time of revolu- 
tion against England, since the Church of England had 
become his political enemy. But the following state- 
ment, made at Valley Forge, May 2, 1778, is highly 
illuminating: 

“While we are zealously performing the duties of 
good Citizens and Soldiers we certainly ought not to be 
inattentive to the higher duties of Religion. To the dis- 
tinguished Character of Patriot, it should be our highest 
Glory to add the more distinguished Character of 
Christian. The signal Instances of providential Good- 
ness which we have experienced and which have now 
almost crowned our labours with complete success, de- 
mand from us in a peculiar manner the warmest re- 
turns of Gratitude and Piety to the Supreme Author of 
all Good.” 

In his speech to the Delaware Indian chiefs on the 
occasion of their bringing three of their children to be 
educated by the leaders of the young republic, Wash- 
ington said (May 12, 1779): “You do well to wish to 
learn our arts and way of life, and above all, the re- 
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ligion of Jesus Christ. These will make you a greater 
and happier people than you are.” 

In a circular letter to the governors of the states on 
disbanding the army, Washington wrote of the neces- 
sity of maintaining godliness, and prayed: “that He 
[God] would be most graciously pleased to dispose us 
all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean our- 
selves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of 
mind, which were the characteristics of the Divine 
Author of our blessed religion, and without an humble 
imitation of whose example in these things we can 
never hope to be a happy nation.” Such language, not 
applicable to God the Father, must refer to the ex- 
ample of Christ the Son. 


DRIFT TOWARD DEISM 


John Adams describes his parents as pious and 
churchgoing. Early in life he had planned to enter the 
ministry. But during his college years at Harvard there 
was a vehement church fight concerning the principles 
and morals of his parish minister. Councils to decide 
in these matters were held in his father’s house, and 
young Adams was so nauseated by the dogmatism and 
bigotry of those men that he decided to enter law. 
Scores of entries in his diaries record his thoughts on 
religious matters, and reveal a drift towards mere 
deism or Unitarianism. 

One item is of interest: “The church of Rome has 
made it an article of faith that no man can be saved out 
of their church, and all other religious sects approach 
to this dreadful opinion in proportion to their igno- 
rance, and the influence of ignorant or wicked priests. 
. .. | am of opinion that men ought (after they have 
examined with unbiased judgments every system of re- 
ligion, and chosen one system, on their own authority, 
for themselves), to avow their opinions and defend 
them with boldness.” 

Here is the secret of Adams’ drift. The supreme 
court in matters of faith lay in his own mind and not 
in the divine revelation. 

Adams often wrote of his detestation of Roman 
Catholic doctrine, and in defence of the Puritans. 
Rome was, for him, “The man of sin, the whore of 
Babylon, the mystery of iniquity, a great and detest- 
able system of fraud, violence and usurpation.” And of 
Thomas Paine, “The Christian religion is, above all 
the religions that ever prevailed or existed in ancient 
or modern times, the religion of wisdom, virtue, equity, 
and humanity, let the blackguard Paine say what he 
will; it is resignation to God, it is goodness itself to 
man.” 

And in a letter to Benjamin Rush: “The Christian 

‘religion, as I understand it, is the brightness of the 
glory and the express portrait of the character of the 
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We worship God by recognizing His presence in the place where we are. 





eternal, self-existent, independent, benevolent, all- 
powerful and all merciful creator, preserver, and father 
of the universe, the first good, first perfect, and first 
fair. It will last as long as the world. Neither savage 
nor civilized man, without a revelation, could have 
discovered or invented it. Ask me not, then, whether I 
am a Catholic or Protestant, Calvinist or Arminian. As 
far as they are Christian, I wish to be a fellow-disciple 
with them all.” 


JEFFERSON’S BELIEF 


There has been great controversy over the religious 
status of Thomas Jefferson. In a letter written while in 
retirement he said: “I have never told my own re- 
ligion, nor scrutinized that of another. I never at- 
tempted to make a convert nor wished to change an- 
other’s creed. I have ever judged of the religion of 
others by their lives . . .” 

To Benjamin Rush he wrote that his religious beliefs 


-were the “result of a life of inquiry and reflection, and 


are very different from the Anti-Christian system at- 
tributed to me by those who know nothing of my 
opinions. To the corruptions of Christianity. I am indeed 
opposed, but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus him- 
self. I am a Christian, but I am a Christian in the only 
sense in which I believe Jesus wished anyone to be, 
sincerely attached to his doctrine in preference to all 
others; ascribing to him all human excellence, and be- 
lieving that he never claimed any other.” 

Early Virginia was settled by Anglicans, the Church 
of England was established by law, and the salaries of 
ministers were paid by the government. As time went 
on Quakers and Presbyterians moved in. In his auto- 
biography, begun when he was 78, Jefferson tells how 
the dissenters were in the majority by the time of his 
early life and records the conflicts of those who did not 
believe in Anglicanism but who were forced to pay 
taxes to support that church. He records that the ques- 
tion was debated in every session of the Virginia legis- 
lature from ’76 to ’79. 

The text of Jefferson’s Bill for Religious Freedom in 
Virginia is worth quoting: “We the General Assembly 
of Virginia do enact that no man shall be compelled to 
frequent or support any religious worship, place, or 
ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, 
molested, or burdened in his body or goods, or shall 
otherwise suffer, on account of his religious opinions or 
belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by 
argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of re- 
ligion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, en- 
large, or affect their civil capacities.” 

It was a wise resolution, and true believers in Christ 
gladly accept it, knowing that Christ did not try to 
force the heart of any man. We believe that the Lord 








taught, and we follow Him in it, that every man must 
have complete freedom of belief, but that if he does 
not accept Christ as his Savior he will be ultimately 
judged. In a world that crucified Christ we believers 
are protected by such laws and we must be alert to de- 
fend and maintain them. We must not forget that this 
act of Jefferson was the first such in any legislature of 
mankind throughout all history. 

There seems to be great evidence in the writings of 


Jefferson that he placed himself as the judge of all | 


things, including Scripture. He picked apart the New 
Testament, and accepted what was pleasing to him. He 
rejected all Bible teaching about original sin, and all 
teaching that necessitated any redemption. He saw 
Jesus only as a moral reformer. He was a pure deist, 
and by today’s standards would be classified as an ex- 
treme Unitarian. 

It is a sad commentary on the spiritual literacy of 
many otherwise intelligent Christians that they quote 
Jefferson as though his words were those of Scripture. 


PREPARED FOR MINISTRY 
James Madison also prepared for the ministry. He 


was graduated from Princeton where he studied under 
John Witherspoon. He was very sensitive to the terrible 
sins that prevailed in the Colonies. He wrote a friend in 
Boston that it was fortunate that the Church of Eng- 
land had not been established in the northern colonies 
as in Virginia, since he believed that unanimity of re- 
ligious thought would bring slavery and subjection. 
“Union of religious sentiments,” he writes, “begets a 
surprising confidence, and ecclesiastical establishments 
tend to great ignorance and corruption; all of which 
facilitate the execution of mischievous projects.” 

Of the state of life in Virginia (1774) he said, 
“Poverty and luxury prevail among all sorts; pride, 
ignorance and knavery among the priesthood, and vice 
and wickedness among the laity. This is bad enough, 
but it is not the worst I have to tell you. That diabolical, 
hell-conceived principle of persecution rages among 
some; and to their eternal infamy, the clergy can fur- 
nish their quota of imps for such business. There are at 
this time in the adjacent country not less than five or 
six well-meaning men in close jail for publishing their 
religious sentiments, which in the main are very 

(Continued on page 37) 
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houghts 


These provocative kernels of truth are taken from various notes made by the editor-in-chief. 


The Christian must strive for a state of mind in which he retains no fixed or preconceived 
notions. The only certainty allowed the believer is the certainty of Christ and biblical truth. With regard 
to methods and policies for Christian work, the believer must be very flexible, with a great and cheerful 
willingness to give up his own position and adopt the consensus of those with whom he works. God does 
not call one man to do it all. He sets the solitary in families. The believer must be receptive to advice 
and suggestions, understanding that God has not given all truth to any one man and that the Spirit tells 
us that our striving must be “together.” Only thus can we achieve the unity of the body. 


Disraeli once said of Gladstone, “The Right Honorable Gentleman is carried away by 
the exuberance of his own verbosity.” This may not make too much difference if it is in the House of 
Commons or in Congress; but it makes a great deal of difference in the pulpit. When a man enters the 
pulpit, he has no friend but God. The pulpit is the loneliest place in the world, and the preacher must heed 
Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God.” The man who does this will never have the exuber- 
ance of the flesh. He will speak with the solemnity of one who ministers Christ to the congregation. 


“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise” (Eph. 5:15). Circum- 
spectly is a Latin word; circum, around, and spectly from the same root that gives us spectator. The 
word literally means looking around. We should live our lives as though we were crossing a stream 
on steppingstones. Every step must be taken with care. Only a fool walks without looking where he 
steps. Yet the fact that God tells us to look where we are going shows that some do not look. Let 
us be wise men, not fools. 


When we look at the cross what do we see? Its message is, sin must be punished. If 
it were not necessary to punish sin, the death of the Lord Jesus Christ would never have occurred. Sin 
must be punished. It has been said that Calvary writes this message in letters that are pale as death, 
red as blood, black as night. Sin must be punished. This is why parents must discipline their children. 
When it is instilled in them that all offences must be punished, they will learn that sin must be punished 
and will turn to Christ as Savior lest their sin be punished in themselves instead of in the Savior substi- 
tute. It is impossible to understand life or to find the solution of any human problem until we face the 
fact of Calvary: Sin must be punished. 


We must never think that believers, sicknesses, sorrows, troubles and distresses are all 
judgments from God. To think that they are is to miss the wonder of our dear Father’s plan to turn us 
to Himself, to teach us to hasten to Him in time of need and to lean on Him in all trust and love. Note 
that suffering which came to Jeremiah was without a cause. “Mine enemies chased me sore, like a bird, 
without a cause . . . Waters flowed over mine head.” In his despair he cried, “I am cut off.” But 
then the Lord restored and strengthened him in his faith, and he could look up and say, “I called upon 
thy name, O Lord, out of the low dungeon; thou hast heard my voice. Thou drewest near in the day 
that I called upon thee; thou saidst, Fear not” (Lam. 3:52-57). 
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WINDOW ON 


THE WORLD 





CRUSADE BEGINS IN MELBOURNE 


Australia Open for Graham 


Billy Goes Down Under 


Billy Graham’s Australian and New 
Zealand campaigns have developed into 
proportions far beyond anything that 
was at first visualized, according to 
Jerry Beavan, who has been working on 
arrangements for the better part of a 
year. 

The invitation to visit Australia came 
first in 1954, at the close of the London 
Crusade when repercussions were being 
felt throughout the British Common- 
wealth. For many reasons it was impos- 
sible to accept the invitation at that 
time, but the Australians were not 
easily dissuaded. 

Largely under the leadership of the 
late Archbishop of Sydney, Dr. Mowill, 
invitations continued to come to Billy 
Graham. In 1957 Beavan visited Aus- 
tralia as Dr. Graham’s representative. 
As a result of that trip, two state-wide 
invitations were extended to Graham— 
one in Sydney, the other in Melbourne. 

Shortly, other states realized what 
had happened, and the pressure began 
to develop for Graham to visit other 
states with secondary campaigns in 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. The as- 
sociate evangelists will conduct the 
meetings for 10 days or two weeks and 
Graham will speak at the closing meet- 
ing. This follows the plan used in the 
Caribbean last year. 

A similar plan will be carried out in 
New Zealand, where the Associate 
Evangelists will conduct week crusades 
in Auckland, Wellington and Christ 
Church. The invitations to each of 
the states in Australia, and to New Zea- 
land, represent the widest official 
church support Billy Graham has ever 
known. There are, of course, individuals 
and churches who are not in favor of 
these crusades, but the denominational 
majority vote has in virtually every in- 
stance been decisively in favor of the 
crusades. 

In October all-night prayer meetings 
were held in Melbourne and Sydney. In 
each city there were between 3,000 and 
5,000 persons in attendance at the 
all-night meetings, located in various 
churches throughout the city. Even 
larger support was given at the second 
all night of prayer in late November. 
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The request to ministers to supply 
names of individuals to take counselor 
training brought an all-time record re- 
sponse of 4,400 enrollees in Melbourne. 
(Previously Glasgow had led with 
4,300.) In Sydney, with classes not 
scheduled to begin until Feb. 16, the 
first request brought in over 5,800 
names. 

The churches has indicated the need 
for a united evangelistic effort. There 
has been a gradual falling off in church 
attendance, as the Protestant forces have 
failed to keep up with the percentage 
gain in population and with the percent- 
age gain in Roman Catholicism. 

The Melbourne meetings begin on 
Feb. 8 for five weeks. Sydney follows 
on April 12 for four or five weeks. 


News from Auca Land 


Four Auca men accompanied Rachel 
Saint and Betty Elliot when they re- 
turned to their mission stations after an 
extended stay in the Auca territory in 
Ecuador. The group included Dabu, 
who is apparently a leader in the Auca 
village. 

This is the first time adult Auca men 
have made a friendly visit to a mis- 
sion station. The group that previously 
visited the Arajuno station and invited 
the missionaries to their village con- 
sisted of women and children. 

The four men brought an interesting 
gift to Missionary Aviation Fellowship 
pilot Johnny Keenan: one of their 
barbed hard-wood lances. They said it 
was the last lance they were going to 
make. Then Dabu admonished pilot 
Keenan, “You be careful with that and 
don’t kill anybody. You can kill an ani- 
mal; but don’t kill anybody.” 


Favorite Sermon 


“How Can I Make Prayer More Ef- 
fective?” is the title of a sermon a great 
many people would like to hear. 

Over 7,000 This Week Magazine 
readers responded to a recent article 
called “Pick the Sermon You'd Like to 
Hear” and selected the prayer sermon 
as their favorite. On a reply form, 13 
titles were listed, among them: “Death, 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell,” “How 


Can Religion Curb Juvenile Delin- 
quency?” and “How Can Religion 
Eliminate Worry and Tension?” The 
least checked subject was “How Can I 
Take Religion into my Business Life?” 

Willard A. Pleuthner, who wrote the 
original article, will tally the responses 
and discuss the relative appeal of the 
thirteen topics in a sequel to be pub- 
lished in the January 18th issue of This 
Week Magazine. 

Most popular subject with women 
was also: “How Can I Make Prayer 
More Effective.” But most men yoted 
for “How Can I Make the Greatest 
Contribution to Life.” 

Least popular with men was “Reli- 
gious Approach to International Prob- 
lems” while the lowest number of votes 
from women went to “Religious Ap- 
proach to Social Problems.” 


Catholics and the Bible 


In the past few years about a score 
of new magazines of Bible study have 
made their appearance in the Roman 
Catholic world. The articles are de- 
votional, exegetical and expository. 
There is a constant call to Bible study. 

In The Life of the Spirit, published 
in London, a recent article “On Read- 
ing the Bible” notes that if the spirit 
of the Bible is to catch and fill our 
lives, we must read God’s inspired 
Word regularly. Through the experi- 
ences and experiments of mankind 
in the Old Testament (especially in 
the books of the Law and_ the 
prophets), and the life of Christ in 
the New Testament we learn under 
God’s own magisterial guidance how 
to deal with His Word. 

In The Furrow, published in May- 
nooth, Ireland, we read that the Bible 
is primarily a devotional book record- 
ing God’s care for His people. The 
editor of this magazine states that 
“Three factors are largely responsible 
for the revolutionary advance of bib- 
ical studies in [Roman] Catholic 
circles: (1) the decipherment of an- 
cient inscriptions leading to c'earer 
knowledge of comparitive religions 
and biblical history; (2) the direc- 
tives of the papal encyclicals; and (3) 
the foundation of the Pontifical Bib- 
lical Institute in Rome and the Do- 
minican School of St. Etienne in Jeru- 
salem. 

A recent meeting of Roman clergy 
in Poland at the Roman university of 
Lublin convened to discuss the new 
biblical movement. Three resolutions 
resulted: (1) to institute a “Biblical 
Sunday”; (2) to make available inex- 
pensive editions of the New Testa- 
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ment and (3) to establish the Roman 
Catholic university as the sponsor of 
the Polish biblical movement and the 
new magazine in Polish, Biblical and 
Liturgical Movement. 

A recent “biblical week” conference 
for Roman clergy in Italy was well 
attended. The general theme of the 
conference. was “The thought of St. 
Paul.” The notion of sin in Romans 
5:8 was explained. Four conferences 
were dedicated to the Old Testament 
citations in the Epistles. Three con- 
ferences dealt with the explanation 
of some difficult passages, especially 
those which deal with liberty and the 
law. It is very interesting to think of 
a group of erudite Roman priests seri- 
ously studying Paul on Christian lib- 
erty. It just might produce some more 
Martin Luthers. (DGB). 


Russians Being Reached 


While members of the U.N. struggle 
with the problem of the transportation 
of Russian refugees from Hong Kong 
to other parts of the world, evangelical 
missionaries in the Colony are evan- 
gelizing among these needy people. 

The latest effort, a tea held for the 
Russians at the foreign YMCA on 
April 24, was attended by about 300 
Russians and missionary guests. A 
well-planned program under the: di- 
rection of missionary Dale McClain 
culminated with an evangelistic mes- 
sage by the Russian pastor to these 
emigrants, Rev. P. P. Pauls, recently 
arrived from Canada for this specific 
ministry. 

Some 10,000 European refugees are 
still stranded in Communist China, 
while nearly 1,000 more are in transit 
in Hong Kong. Twenty-seven nations 
have formed the  inter-government 
committee for European migration” 
to assist in the task of getting the 
refugees out of China and re-located, 
and over half of the refugees remain- 
ing behind the Bamboo Curtain with 
visa assurances for new homelands. 
The bottleneck has come with the lack 
of funds to move the transients from 
Hong Kong to their ultimate destina- 
tions. 


Person to Person 


At a missionary conference of the 
Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, Pastor William A. 
Zulker phoned three of the church’s 
missionaries. The conversation was 
amplified so that the whole congrega- 
tion could share in it. 


People In the News 


Harry J. Jaeger, executive vice-presi- 
dent and secretary of The Sunday School 
Times, has retired from that position, 
but will continue as a director of the 
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NKRUMAH ACCEPTS PTL TESTAMENT 





Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Premier of Ghana, was presented with a pocket 
edition of the New Testament at the recent All-African Peoples Con- 
ference at Accra, Ghana. The presentation was made at. the Govern- 
ment House by Mr. Glenn Wagner, Foreign Secretary of the Pocket 
Testament League, and Mr. Sam Befus, Field Director of the League 
in Africa. Dr. Nkrumah graciously accepted the New Testament with 
these words, “I will make good use of this precious gift” and went 
on to say, “I wish you well,” referring to the Pocket Testament 
League’s Africa Campaign of mass evangelization and Scripture dis- 
tribution. In the past three years The Pocket Testament League has 
distributed four million portions of Scripture in 25 of the principal lan- 
guages and in 14 countries of Africa. Currently the League is engaged 
in an intensive campaign in Nigeria, Africa’s largest nation, and in 
Ghana, the center of much of Africa’s struggle for political freedom. 
Once again God has providentially called the Pocket Testament League 
to work in a strategic area of the world. Join us in prayer and financial 
support. Write Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
The Pocket Testament League 
49 Honeck Street, Englewood, New Jersey 














“Help us in our great need. We have no 
money. We are ill and hungry.” 

This was the pitiful appeal contained in 
a letter coming from the Russian Zone of 
Germany. Similar appeals come to us 
from other countries. 


One of the most heartrending appeals is 
that of the aged, destitute Hebrew Chris- 
tians. No longer able to take care of 
themselves and with nobody who cares 
they look to us for help. 


Hungry — but they have little to eat. 
Some live in huts and tents—dwellings 
dreadfully inadequate. Ill clothed—for 
nobody cares. 

This is but one of many needs the Inter- 
national Hebrew Christian Alliance seeks 
to fill through God’s grace. 

We earnestly appeal to Christians to 
pray for us as we need special funds to 
provide shelter—a Home for aged in 
Israel. As God leads help the aged 
Hebrew Christians in Israel’s homeland. 


P al iw 


Nh cecccccccccscces 
Jars Bete, INTERNATIONAL 


.B.,B.D. 
secreiery Hebrew Christian Alliance 


U.S. A. ie CANADA 


5630-P N. Campbell 91-P Bellevue Ave., 
Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. Torente, Ontario 
MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 

OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1957 b b S i 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 


SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 


























Young Women Between 18 and 40 
COMING TO NEW YORK? 


Live in the homelike Christian atmosphere 

of the FRIENDLY LEAGUE RESIDENCE. 60 

comfortable guest rooms—2 good meals a 

day—fine young friends—low budget prices. 
Address inquiries to: 


FRIENDLY LEAGUE RESIDENCE 
233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 





(Owned and operated by the Friendly League 
for Christian Service, 


Inc., of New York.) 











company. . . . Dr. Oswald J. Smith, pas- 
tor of The Peoples Church, Toronto, 
for 30 years, has resigned; his son, Paul 
B. Smith, has been appointed as pastor 
in his place. Dr. Smith will continue as 
pastor-emeritus and president of The 
Peoples Missionary Society. 


Verbo Ceases Publication 


The sponsors of VERBO, Latin 
America’s fledgling popular-approach 
magazine, are seeking a new formula 
that will catch the popular imagination 
and at the same time will ensure ade- 
quate circulation and sound spiritual re- 
sults for the publication, according to 
an announcement made jointly by the 
Latin America Mission and the Con- 
servative Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety. 

After 18 months of decreasing sales 
and luke-warm response from the pub- 
lic, the publication of VERBO in its 


present form was suspended with the ~ 


December 1958 issue pending study and 
elaboration of a more effective evange- 
listic format and orientation. This de- 
cision, releasing funds and personnel 
necessary for adequate experimenta- 
tion, was ratified by LEAL (“Literatura 
Evangelica para America Latina”) 
which had first launched the project, 
and was taken in the interests of sound 
Christian stewardship, the directors 
said. 


EMERGENCY SESSION 
(Continued from page 12) 


faithful and most obedient servant.” 

This communication was followed 
with many signs of mourning. Satan 
himself trembled upon his throne; and 
his whole council was terror-stricken. 
The most tormenting fears were enter- 
tained that, if some prompt and able 
measures were not adopted, Satan’s 





TREMENDOUS STRIDES 


Mormons March 


Time magazine points out that 
among the Polynesian islanders in the 
South Pacific the Church of Jesus 
Christ Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
has made tremendous strides. The 
Mormons have tripled their member- 
ship among the Maoris and have 
raised their number to 17,000, a new 
high in their 30-year missionary cam- 
paigns. The Mormons have drawn 
large crowds up to 112,000 to their 
newly opened “Church college and 
gleaming white temple” built at a cost 
of $8 million. The first Mormon 
“stake” outside of North America and 
Hawaii has also been established by 
the Mormons in New Zealand. 

Reaction on the part of other 
church groups was voiced by a Pres- 
byterian official. He stated, ““They go 
from door to door infiltrating and try- 
ing to make converts. They are only 
interested in sheep-stealing.” 

According to The Book of Mormon, 
Hagoth, a dark-skinned outcast of the 
tribe of Lehi, a descendant of the 
Israelites inhabiting America, con- 
structed a craft and sailed into the 
Pacific Ocean never to be heard from 
again. Capitalizing on this the Mor- 
mons maintain that Hagoth’s descend- 
ants are the Polynesian islanders to- 


day. 
The Mormon Church has not 
passed officially on the story of 


Hagoth but Mormon missionaries have 
exploited it to the fullest in New Zea- 
land. They are maintaining that the 


e 
only way back to true happiness (be- 
coming “white and delightful”) is to 
join the Mormon church, accept the 
righteous way of living and lose their 
dark skin through intermarriage. 

When you add to this fact the coin- 
cidence that early Mormons and Poly- 
nesians practiced polygamy, you see 
how with their very zeal the Mormons 
have managed to make serious inroads 
in New Zealand. The New Zealand 
National Council of Churches has 
strongly opposed the Mormons and 
refused them membership on the fol- 
lowing interesting ground: “Their con- 
ception of God is anthropomorphic. 
To them He is really only a glorified 
man.” 

Of course, this is the teaching of 
the Mormon Church; Brigham Young 
once stated, “Adam is our Father and 
our God and the only God with whom 
we have to do” (Journal of Dis- 
courses, Vol. I, Page 50). 

The Bible of course flatly rejects 
this unbiblical and anti-Christian con- 
cept and declares that God is spirit 
(John 4:24) and that in no sense is 
He “an exalted man” as the Mormon 
Church with its pantheon of gods 
would have the unwary proselyte be- 
lieve. 

With the membership today in ex- 
cess of 1.4 million the Mormon 
Church (Utah Group) is indeed a 
missionary power to be reckoned with 
and one which cannot be ignored. 
(WRM). 
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kingdom would soon be a complete 
wreck. If ever the powers of hell bent 
their whole energies in concocting 
schemes, contriving plans, and form- 
ing stratagems—it was at this moment. 

After a significant pause, expressive 
that mind was at work, a member of 
the council arose, in whose counte- 
nance wiles and deceit were portrayed. 
His very appearance inspired the faint- 
hearted with courage, for he had long 
been distinguished as an able general, 
capable of grappling with the most in- 
tricate cases. 

Every eye fixed, and every ear in- 
clined, he addressed the council: “Most 
powerful ruler, and fellow-counselors, 
the present, with us, is an awful crisis; 
our fears are not groundless—witness 
our broken ranks and scattered forces. 
Scenes more alarming to our interests 
never occurred. Plans have been pro- 
posed, such as a mild form of perse- 
cution. But we all know that this has 
always proved a failure, for in the fires 
of persecution the kingdom of Christ 
has flourished. It has been suggested 
that unconverted ministers should be 
called to our aid; while we could not 
dispense with their services, I have no 
confidence that this will strike at the 
root of the evil. 

“From long experience and mature 
thought, I have a plan to propose, at 
once simple, and I can safely predict, 
successful. Let me inquire what makes 
our foes so powerful? It is their union 
—for this is strength with devils or 
men. Our great object, then, is to 
weaken our foes. 

“How? By dividing them; and thus, 
the strength that we have to contend 
with, will be spent upon each other. 
When we enter the field, the motto, 
which should be emblazoned in letters 
of fire upon all our banners, should be 
‘divide’ and ‘conquer’. But, how are you 
to divide them? 

“We must approach the ministers of 
the gospel (for they have much influ- 
ence) as angels of light, and raise be- 
fore them many selfish motives, such 
as—‘Take care of your people straying 
from your fold. This union is fraught 
with danger to your interests; some may 
change their views, leave your congre- 
gation, and then your popularity will 
decrease, and you will sustain a tempo- 
ral loss.’ 

“Raise these motives, create alarm, 
and you will soon hear the clangor of 
war about creeds, and confessions of 
faith, about names and party distinc- 
tions, about hymns and psalms. Then 
there will be divisions and strife 
of words. The Episcopalian will be 
against the Dissenter—the Presby- 
terian against the Methodist, and the 
Methodist against the Presbyterian. 

“Then the loving band of converts, 
who delighted in each other’s society, 
will meet with coldness and suspicion. 
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Tract Ministry Reaps a Rich Harvest 


Seotemeeiiee, epgeding eatete Pcp er pete mag ee =v ea 
amen gage Pape engpangen a eternity. Remember the prom- 
Saeed e shall not return unto me void.’ 
Tracts That Will Help 
+ to spread God's word, no ree ee ko ah ytd oe 
They are colori, evongelstic, Bible-centered, b ifully desi 
3 TE EE SHE 
Complete pack of Christian Life and Evangelistic tracts (over 100) only $1.00. 


HERALD PRESS TRACTS Dept. £ Scottdale, Penna. 

















A Tower of Strength 
in Christian Education 
Since 1860 





PLAN 
WISELY... 


PLAN GENEROUSLY. 


provide a regular, 
guaranteed income 
for yourself — and 
for loved ones 


... With WHEATON 
Survivorship Annuities 













In Wheaton Survivorship Annuities, your loved ones are assured of the same 
regular, generous income (as long as they live) that you received during your life- 
time. Payments remain constant—do not vary with fluctuating markets in the 
manner of many other forms of investment. Wheaton has never missed a single 
annuity payment in more than fifty-six years. 

Survivorship Annuities permit the passing of lifetime income from your estate 
without delays, controversy, or litigation—and in a confidential way. 

Then, too, think of the peace of mind you'll experience, knowing that your 
money not only is providing a steady income today—and for years to come—but 
your gift-investment is actually working “for Christ and His Kingdom” . . . help- 
fing to train young men and women for lives of Christian service and influence as 
missionaries, pastors, teachers; housewives, professional and business people. 











WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET... PLEASANT TOMORROWS 
It gives the complete story on Wheaton Annuities, and how the plan 
can to best suit your individual needs and circumstances. 
We'll be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding an- 
nuities, gifts or wills. No obligation whatsoever. 





WHEATON COLLEGE Dept. E29 
WHEATON - ILLINOIS 

This could Please send me, without obligation, Pleasant Tomorrows, the illustrated 
ha. tlie Sone booklet which explains in detail your Annuity Plan. 
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FABULOUS, NEW 


5-Ft. Long Balloons 


Twist Into A Thousand Shapes! 
GIRAFFES-DACHSHUNDS—Pets of All Kinds 





$ Add 25c 
Made of } Postage 
for ond 

Live Latex Handling 


Delight Kiddies—Grown-Ups, Too! 

Almost 5 feet long when inflated. Balloons this size 
usually sell up to 25c each. 

Send $1 now. Plus 25¢ postage and ~~ 
fer 200 2 variety of colors! limi 

at this low price, so several sets iW for 
GUARANTEED PROMPT DELIVERY. MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. FREE Complete Instructions. 


MURRAY HILL HOUSE 
Dept. 8-37-C, P.O. Box 251, Bethpage, L.I., N.Y. 









<i> a 
WHEATON 
TOURS 


EACH 
YEAR 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 


Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 
BOX 468 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
Department E-29 
ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 





“I have used 
the Pilgrim Bible 
constantly 


ever since it was published. All the 

footnotes and :cferences have been 

very informative and helpful. It has 
been a privilege to recommend it.” 

—REV. JOHN B. MARCHBANKS 

Sec. Southern Bible Testimony 

The Pilgrim Bible ex- 

Plains God’s Word whil 


simplicity and ap- 
Pear on the same page 
with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors p! an- 
notated edition of the 
ee =e JAMES 
VERSION. various bind- 
ings from $5.50, at L peer 
bookseller. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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¢ RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
MRE Church Furniture + Alter 

Brass « Communion Sets 
Embroideries « Hangings 
CATALOG ON REQUEST 
WRITE—DEPT. 29 











REACHING RURAL AMERICA FOR CHRIST 


Your gifts to this cause pay eternal dividends 
by assisting us in developing ... 














Jim Lomheim, trained in the Hartford Union Sunday- 
School, received Christ as Saviour at a Bible Conference 
conducted by the American Sunday-School Union. Today 
Jim is a pilot with the Missionary Aviation Fellowship 
working with the South American Indians. 


Send for your free copy of the Sunday-School Missionary” 


DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNSYLVANIA 


.+. Christian 
workers who are 
carrying the 
Gospel into all 
the world. 


Jim Lomheim and a 
South American Indian. 








36 





Love and sympathy will give place to 
strife and formality; the fervour of de- 
votion will die, and the attention of the 
people will be turned to a creed instead 
of Christ, then we shall gain an easy 
victory, and bid farewell to the Re- 
vival.” 

This address was followed with 
hellish cheers of triumph. The council 
ended; a deep plot was laid. No time 
could be lost; the massive gates were 
thrown open, and, amidst the smoke, 
and flames, there came forth such le- 
gions of infernal spirits as darkened 
the heavens, and filled the spiritual at- 
mosphere with poisonous effluvia. 

(A note from 1959. Who will not 
recognize in this allegory that the Devil 
is still working to this plan? Let all 
who have our Lord Jesus, and long for 
a mighty awakening of His Church, 
unite in prayer, and faith and zeal for 
souls. Devils are united. Why should 
Christians be divided or jealous of their 
own denominations, or ambitious for 
their own prominence? 

Let us beware lest we still play the 
Devil’s game, and may God give us to 
see soon a similar season of revival of 
His work, and similar confusion among 
the forces of darkness.) 





DISCRIMINATION 
(Continued from page 19) 


credulity, inspired by superficial fac- 
tors pleasing to eye and ear. God’s 
Word also tells us how to proceed in 
“trying the spirits.” Obviously, the 
method recommended it not to give 
footloose prophets mechanical lie de- 
tector or truth serum tests. In the Mid- 
dle Ages crude methods were used to 
determine guilt, such as trial by water, 
or making the suspect walk among hot 
irons. These are not God’s ways. 

God’s advice is to take the written 
Word and use it as a criterion. The 
Christians in Berea, after hearing the 
Apostles preach, searched diligently in 
the Scriptures to verify for themselves 
whether the truth of God’s Word had 
been proclaimed. The Holy Scripture is 
the master copy, the standard by which 
any man’s doctrine is to be judged. It is 
the duty of every Christian to evaluate 
all religious utterances by the rule of 
Scripture. Faithful teachers sent by 


| God, like Christ’s apostles as well as 


present-day evangelists, welcome the 
Bible test. They desire nothing so much 
but that their hearers convince them- 
selves that the authentic Gospel has 
been preached. 

“Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good.” How fortunate we are 
that we are not held in blind subjection 
to the opinions of men and church 
councils. God has given us the open 
Bible as our book of proofs and basis of 
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faith, our heritage. His precious Word, 
again accessible to people of all races, 
cultures, and languages, enables us to 
know “that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” This will was also 
a gracious one, fully revealed in Jesus 
Christ. It is, in brief, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self. In the light of the Great Reconcil- 
jation all human problems, also those 
bordering on prejudice and pride, re- 
solve themselves. At the foot of Christ’s 
cross there is only level ground. On this 
plain let us commune together. 

There is a Latin saying, Abusus not 
tollit usum. It means that the abuse 
of a thing doesn’t do away with its 
right use. There has been a lot of 
wrongful discrimination, but the right- 
ful use of our discriminatory powers 
cannot be denied. Let us salvage the 
word “discrimination” from the verbal 
refuse pile and use it to describe 
thoughts and actions proper in the sight 
of God and the laws of our land. 





IN GOD WE TRUST 
(Continued from page 30) 


orthodox. I have neither patience to 
hear, talk or think of anything relative 
to this matter. . . . Pity me and pray for 
liberty of conscience to all.” 

Madison won his fight for freedom of 
religion in Virginia and the example 
was followed in many states. Two years 
later, while in Philadelphia as Virginia’s 
representative at the Constitutional 
Convention, he sat down the following: 
“Happily for the states, they enjoy the 
utmost freedom of religion. This free- 
dom arises from that multiplicity of 
sects, which pervades America, and 
which is the best and only security for 
religious liberty in any society. For 
where there is such a variety of sects, 
there cannot be a majority of any one 
sect to oppress and persecute the rest. 

. There is not a shadow of right in the 
general government to intermeddle with 
religion. Its least interference with it 
would be a most flagrant usurpation.” 

At the age of 81, summing up his ac- 
tivities and philosophy in a letter to 
a clergyman, Madison included the fol- 
lowing: “In the Papal System, Govern- 
ment and Religion are in a manner con- 
solidated, and that is found to be the 
worst of Government.” But personally 
Madison believed that those who truly 
believed would ever be willing to pay 
the expenses of their religion. It was not 
necessary for Government to support 
“the best and purest religion, the Chris- 
tian religion.” 

, Alexander Hamilton was one of the 
most brilliant men of early America. It 
is highly regrettable that his career was 
cut off by his being murdered by Aaron 
Burr. His personal faith was well 
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WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., $.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
IS PREACHED 














PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient down-town location 
Ministers 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 
C. Edwin Houk 
“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
‘om our sins in His own blood.” 














Reaching Russia 
VOICE with the Gospel 
OF Missionary, Radio Station 
TANGIER Tangier, Morocco 


The Voice of Tangier penerates deep into Russia and 
the Satellite countries. Write for “' cast to 
Russia” plan. 
PAUL E. FREED, President 
Voice of Tangier 
354 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 








Booklets Which Foretell the Future 
According to Prophecy 


. God’s Time Piece, the Great Jewish Signs or ew 4 
a proves that Christ's coming is near, even at 
joors. 


. How the Bible is Being Fulfilled Today. Fen em that 
150 verses are being literally fulfilled tod 


. The Olivet Discourse and the Future ediitens by the 
Bible. What the Bible states about Communism, the 
United States in Europe and the Antichrist, 


. The wy Facts, Proofs, and Evidence of the Christian 
Faith. A book that gives great faith in God’s Word. 


. The Importance of Attending the Worship of God. 


. How the Chureh Hinders the Gospel of Christ. These 
two are of special help to the Christian life. 


. The Way to Eternal Life. These two give most inter- 
esting expositions on the way of Salvation. 


8. The Hydrogen Atomic Bomb and similar Inventions in 
the Light of the Bible. 


. The Coming Conflict with Russia and Communism. Very 
interesting. 


10. Man’s Existence After Death. An accurate exposition 
from the Bible. 


11. United States is in Danger. From Four Things. 


12. The great Problems of the Middle East in the Light 
of God’s Prophetic Word. 
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All for $1.25 


Rev. Andrew Olsen, Bible Expositor 
Sequim, Wash. 








A FULL TIME MISSIONARY 


Can Be Supported For $40 A Year 
Nationals and native workers in foreign lands, thor- 
oughly investigated and approved, can be your full- 
time soul winners for as little as ay! up to $150 a 
year. What a tr io the glory of 
God! Authentic reports direct from he. worker. Are 
you interested? Full information from 
MISSIONARY PRAYER LEAGUE, INC., 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 
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WRITE: DR. CHARLES C. RYRIE, President 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF BIBLE 


1800 ARCH STREET 


PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
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‘Adventuring with Christ 
YOUR 1959 VBS COURSE FROM GOSPEL LIGHT 


See how GosPEL Licut’s 1959 VBS ae “Adventuring 
provides all four essentials of a good 
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with Christ,” 
Bible School: 
truths, helps you win them to vouus Christ, and gives you 
complete help for a successful VBS 
Check any or all of the following boxes for the helpful, 
interesting items mentioned: 
OFree “VBS-at-a-glance” Planning Book. Many helpful 
hints... and a calendar to help you plan your work and 
work your plans. (Limit: 2 per school, please.) 
0 How to reserve the full-color filmstrip, “Worth Eve 4 
Minute,” for FREE use in your church to inspire your V: 
staff and preview the “Adventuring with Christ” course. 
O Free booklet, 
churches put a community-wide emphasis on VBS. 
OSample Kit of Leader’s Guidebook and one teacher’s 
ye and pupil’s book for each a (9 books in all). 
A $3.50 value r eT at just $ 
one per school, ra lease.) 
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CHRISTIAN 
~ CONFERENCE 
and WINTER RESORT 
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*« 30th Season 


This beautifully appointed 

winter haven offers you — 
Choice Christian fellowship = Out- 
standing akers = Va recrea- 
tional “facil ies = Ideal climate — 
4,000 feet of private beach = Prox- 
imity to many points of interest © 
Excellent food, comfortable rooms 
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PARK-of-the-PALMS 
Keystone Heights, Florida 

















ETERNITY’s editorial offices would like to 
obtain copies of “Our Hope” Magazine for 
years prior to 1940. Any readers interested in 
donating back copies should send them to 
The Editors, ETERNITY Magazine, 1716 Spruce 
St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


DON’T ORDER YOUR 


VBS 


materials until you've seen the Great 
Commission course for ‘59! 








Match your Vacation Bible School materi- 
als to your aims and get the course that 
gives you 


Full Bible content 
Truly integrated handwork 
Complete teacher's helps 


See for yourself. Write for your free 
catalog or order a complete sample kit 
for only $3.75 post paid. 


Fill out the coupon below and take the 
first step to your best VBS ever. 


GREAT COMMISSION 
PUBLICATIONS, DEPT. E, 1 
627 SCHAFF BLDG., PHILA. 2, PA. 


Please send me: 
D Free catalog D Sample Kit at $3.75 
NAME. 

ADDRESS. 
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known. In the letter which he left for 
his “dear Eliza” to be delivered in case 
of his death, he set forth his faith in 
plain terms. “This letter will not be de- 
livered unless I shall first have termi- 
nated my earthly career, to begin, as I 
humbly hope, from redeeming grace 
and divine mercy, a happy immortality. 
. . . The consolations of religion, my 
beloved, can alone support you; and 
these you have a right to enjoy. Fly to 
the bosom of your God and be com- 
forted. With my last idea I shall cherish 
the sweet hope of meeting you in a bet- 
ter world.” 

Hamilton as a Christian could not 
take life in a duel. He entered the con- 
flict with Burr knowing that he would 
not shoot at him. Burr had no such 
thoughts. On the evening before the 
duel Hamilton wrote a second letter to 
his wife in which he said, “The scruples 
of a Christian have determined me to 
expose my own life to any extent, rather 
than subject myself to the guilt of taking 
the life of another. . . . You had rather I 
should die innocent than live guilty. 
Heaven can preserve me, and I humbly 
hope will; but, in the contrary event, I 
charge you to remember that you are a 
Christian. God’s willbe done. The will 
of a merciful God must be good.” 

Samuel Adams, of Boston Tea Party 
fame, was the leader of New England in 
the independence movement. He was 
theologically the best informed of all 
the founding fathers. 

In his declining years, he wrote to 
his daughter, “If you carefully fulfill the 
various duties of life, from a principle 
of obedience to your Heavenly Father, 
you shall enjoy that peace which the 
world cannot give nor take away. You 
know you cannot gratify me so much as 
by seeking most earnestly the favor of 
Him who made and supports you—who 
will supply you with whatever His in- 
finite wisdom sees best for you in this 
world, and above all, who has given us 
His Son to purchase for us the reward of 
eternal life.” 

After reading this volume, the Chris- 
tian mind ranges over the world and 
over the centuries. Surely this nation 
was founded by men who believed in 
God and many of them were sincerely 
trusting in the redeeming grace of 
Christ. Some perhaps were no more 
than deists, but God raised them up to 
perform a service for which we are still 
their debtors. For the first time in the 
history of the world a nation was 
brought into being which perfectly ex- 
pressed the principles of Christ: that 
man was to be free to believe as he 
pleased. 

The fact that Christ will one day sit 
as judge of all men and will separate 
from Himself those who have not 
trusted in his mercy is not relevant to 
the argument. 

The New Testament is the source of 


all true liberty and our freedom stems 
from it, coming down to us by way of 
the Protestant Reformation. We have a 
priceless heritage. We must watch it 
vigilantly and pass it on intact. It is 
more in danger today than it has ever 
been in the lengthening course of 
American history. 





ALBRIGHT 
(Continued from page 10) 


sights of Paul. Words to ponder. 

In other words, while Albright moves 
towards the biblical position of the 
evangelicals, and moves a long, long 
way, he does not come into the camp of 
the people who have a form of godliness 
but who deny the power thereof. Let us 
beware lest we have cure-all formulas. 
We must have the new birth by the 
Holy Spirit through faith in the atoning 
work of Christ, and then we must walk 
in the Spirit, living a life of Christian 
love. 

Albright’s concluding paragraph 
reads: There is only one way out of the 
apparent impasse: we must return 
again to the Bible . . . to all who believe 
in the eternal value of the Old and New 
Testaments, it is clear that God has 
been preparing the way for a revival of 
basic {Christianity through enlightened 
faith in His Word. It is no accident that 
archaeology and its ancillary disci- 
plines have revolutionized our histori- 
cal approach to the Bible. Nor is it an 
accident that Roman Catholic interest 
in the Bible has risen to wholly unprec- 
edented levels, with a great many new 
vernacular translations and steadily in- 
creasing attention both to biblical re- 
search and to biblical theology. In this 
writer's opinion it would be most un- 
desirable for the chief independent 
branches of Christendom to unite (i.e. 
for the ecumenical movement to be- 
come a world church) but they can co- 
operate independently in the task of 
winning the world for the faith of 
Moses and Christ. 

It is too bad that Albright does 
not apply Christ’s prophetic teachings 
which he earlier says are so important 
in the understanding of Christ. If he 
had he would not be in the confusion of 
thinking that this world which cruci- 
fied Christ can be entirely won for Him. 
He promised that He would return, and 
that His return would be in the midst of 
a lost world and a spiritually dead 
church. Let us not be despairing, there- 
fore, but let us look for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:13). We thank God that He 
has raised up William F. Albright to be 
a willing witness to the historical ac- 
curacy of the divine Word. And may he 
strike many more faithful blows in be- 
half of truth. 
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RECORD REVIEWS 





Reviewer Robert Elmore 


VOCAL 
That Is Why I Sing. The Christian 


Couriers Male Quartet. Darlene Jan- 
zen Swanson, pianist. IVY LP 1003. 


That Is Why I Sing; I Would Be Like 
Jesus; I’m Redeemed; In the Garden; Glad 
Day; I Will Pilot Thee; Honey in the 
Rock. Side two: My Anchor Holds; Shall 
I Crucify My Savior; If Jesus Goes With 
Me; Some Golden Daybreak; Just a Little 
Talk With Jesus; At the End of the Road; 
Walk in Jerusalem. 

Four young businessmen from New 
Castle, Pa., combine their talents to 
form the Christian Couriers Male 
Quartet. On the basis of this recording 
they are artists of taste and consider- 
able style. 

The tonal balance of voices is excel- 
lent and the diction superlative. It is a 
joy to be able to catch every word 
without straining for it, and any vocal 
group might well emulate the careful 
enunciation of these singers. 

One wonders, however, if diction has 
been stressed at the expense of musical 
values, for the entire recording is all on 
one dynamic level. There is simply no 
rise and fall, and therefore there is no 
such thing as a climax. I have no way 
of knowing whether this is the way this 
group normally sings, or whether mu- 
sical excitement was levelled out of the 
record by a callous engineer, but, 
whichever way it happened, I found 
myself tiring of the sameness of sound 
throughout. 

Actually, the sound is entirely de- 
lightful, but after several hymns sung 
with the identical light tone quality, 
frequently utilizing falsetto, I found 
myself longing for just one real, virile 
fortissimo! If you play just one or two 
hymns at a time, you probably won’t 
mind this at all. 

The names of the quartet are Dave 
Kish, Bob Lutz, Walt Van, and Jack 
McMillin. Darlene Janzen Swanson, 
pianist, introduces each hymn with a 
piano introduction. These are well done 
but seem unnecessary, since, once in- 
troduced, the quartet sings a cappella. 
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INSTRUMENTAL 


Melodies of Praise, Singspiration Treas- 
ure Chest 172. 

The Holy City; Face to Face; Overshadowed} 
How Firm a Foundation; The Church’s One 
Foundation; He Hideth My Soul; Saved By Grace. 
Side two: The Lord’s Prayer; When They Ring 
Those Golden Bells; Power in the Blood; Sound 
the Battle Cry; Stand Up for Jesus; What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus; Onward, Christian 
Soldiers; Am I a Soldier of the Cross? No, Not 
One; God Will Take Care of You. 


Clarence and Howard Jones play 
trombone and trumpet duets and solos, 
accompanied by Herman Voss at the 
piano. Good tone quality with much 
vibrato, slurs and phrasing in a semi- 
popular song style, facile and brilliant 
technic, are in evidence in this record. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Heralding Christ Jesus’ Blessings. Radio 
Staff of HCJB. Zondervan Victory Re- 
cording 526. 


Blessed Hands of Jesus; Have You Met Jesus? 
Mine, All Mine; Crown Him With Many Crowns; 
Onward, Christian Soldiers; Just a Wayward 
Lamb; Standin’ in the Need of Prayer; The Cry 
of the Dying Thief. Side two: Take Thou This 
Life of Mine; My Lord and 1; I Stood at Calvary; 
A Mighty Fortress; Sitting and Dreaming of 
Heaven; Light of Redemption; The Crossbearer; 
Hallelujah for the Cross. 


Space limitations prohibit mentioning 
the artists represented on this diversified 
record. There are vocal solos, trios, quar- 
tets, and various instrumental combina- 
tions, including guitars, accordion, ma- 
rimba, and the ubiquitous electronic or- 
gan. 

The staff of Radio Station HCJB, 
Quito, Ecuador, has produced a pleas- 
ing record, largely of light music. 


Best Loved Sacred Songs, Vol. 2. RCA 
LPM-1766. 


Sweet Hour of Prayer (Roy Rogers and Dale 
Evans); How Great Thou Art (Sons of the Pio- 
neers); I’m Bound for That City (Blackwood 
Brothers Quartet); My God Is Real (The States- 
men Quartet with Hovie Lister) ; 1 Heard My Sav- 
iour Call (Jobnnie and Jack); Praise Him, Praise 
Him (Eddy Arnold). Side two: The Glory Land 
March (Hank Snow); Old Time Religion (The 
Jobnson Family Singers); Down Deep in My 
Heart (Tim Spencer Family); The Chapel on the 
Hill (Eddy Arnold) ; Lead Me to the Rock (Doris 
Akers with the Simmons-Akers Singers); When 
the Roll Is Called Up Yonder (Stuart Hamblen). 
This is a record of the sampler type, 
including selections from many different 
albums and by many different artists. 
Most of the music included here is 
frankly “popular” in character, per- 
formed by soloists and ensembles well- 
versed in this style. Whether these songs 
are actually “sacred” or not is a question 
perhaps beyond the scope of this review. 
At any rate, they set my toes a-tapping. 
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NEW BOOKS 





TERRIBLY DISTURBING 


Race Prejudice and /or 
Christianity 


STRIDE TOWARD FREEDOM. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Harper. 230 pp. 


$2.95. 


A TIME TO SPEAK. Michael Scott. 
Doubleday. 358 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Culbert S. Rutenber 


It is a sobering, discouraging, almost 
futility-inducing fact, that the two spots 
in the world where man’s inhumanity 
to man on racial grounds is most per- 
vasive, most organized, and most per- 
sistent are two spots where Christianity 
of the Fundamentalist form reigns su- 
preme. I refer to the Bible belt of the 
United States’ South and the Union of 
South Africa with its dominant Dutch 
Reformed Church. 

These two books, published recently 
within two weeks of each other, tell 
something of the struggle for freedom 
and justice going on in both regions, 
of the tragic betrayal of black Christian 
by white Christian, of the deceit, lies 
and chicanery to which Christians— 
Bible-believing Christians—stoop when 
their fears are aroused and _ their 
hatred triggered by prejudice. Most 
sadly of all, the picture shines through 
of the cowardice of the clergy, their 
refusal to stand up and be counted when 
wrong is on the throne, the protective 
fog of wordy generalities in which they 
hide, their flights into the stratosphere 
of “gospel preaching” to evade action 
and commitment. Interestingly both 
writers look to non-violent resistance 
of the type used by Gandhi as the only 
hope for the oppressed minorities. Both 
writers are ministers—one colored, one 
white. 

Stride Toward Freedom is the more 
absorbing book of the two and of more 
immediate significance to American 
readers. I wish every subscriber to 
ETERNITY could read it. It is the blow- 
by-blow description of the historic bus- 
boycott by the colored population of 
Montgomery, Ala., a couple of years 
ago. Its author is the young minister 
—then in his. late twenties—who led 
his people to a spectacular victory over 
one expression of gross injustice. I 
sometimes read with tears in my eyes. 
I felt, with the actors in the drama, that 
I was seeing God at work. The colored 
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people were magnificent in their Chris- 
tianity. They refused to hate and in- 
sisted on loving their tormentors even 
under the most terrible provocation— 
threats, arrests, lies, vilification, bomb- 
ing of homes and churches. The strug- 
gle for justice in the spirit of Christian 
forgiveness and love purified the Negro 
community, saint and sinner alike. Ac- 
quiring dignity and self respect, the 
whole Negro community found a di- 
minution of crime and drunkenness in 
its midst. (Northern cities with large 
Negro populations might well take 
note.) On the other hand, the Chris- 
tianity of the respectable, middle class 
white community shows itself to be a 
pretty tarnished thing. The white min- 
isters of Montgomery would not meet 
with the colored ministers even for 
prayer. 

In America we are slowly working 
towards the correction of some of our 
racial injustices. In South Africa the 
white, Christian minority gets increas- 
ingly repressive against the colored 
majority. Michael Scott is the world- 
famous English Anglican clergyman who 
championed the cause of the oppressed 
natives, escaped to the United Nations 
to present the facts before the bar of 
world opinion, almost single-handed 
forced the United Nations to hear him 
and was barred from returning to his 
mission station in South Africa again 
even for a visit. A Time To Speak 
should be read, ideally, along with 
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Father Trevor Huddleston’s Naught for 
Your Comfort and Alan Paton’s Cry, 
The Beloved Country. 

But A Time To Speak is more than 
a commentary on the civilization of 
South Africa. It is the record of one 
man’s struggle for a genuine Christian 
faith (a struggle still going on, I would 
gather—though the author is an or- 
dained minister of the gospel) in the 
face of the inscrutable mystery of 
rampant evil and sin. Here is the rev- 
elation of a thoroughly honest mind, 
unsatisfied by glib answers but com- 
mitted to the defense of the right 
against the wrong at whatever cost to 
himself. Would that orthodox Chris- 
tianity were as concerned! 

These two books are terribly dis- 
turbing. They judge me and the Chris- 
tianity I profess. They reveal the inner 
sickness of organized Christianity, 
even when its theology is pure. It is 
an awful thought to realize that of all 
the major religions of the world, Chris- 
tianity is the most race-prejudiced. One 
third of the human race is white; two 
thirds is colored. If we lose the battle 
for Asia and Africa to the Com- 
munists, these two books reveal one 
reason why. 


ATLAS OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN 
WORLD. F. van der Meer and 
Christine Mohrmann, (translated 
and edited by Mary F. Hedlund 
and H. H. Rowley). Nelson. 215 
pp. $15. 


Reviewed by Bruce M. Metzger 


This volume, which is a_ beautiful 
specimen of bookmaking craft, is much 
more than an atlas in the traditional 
meaning of the term. In addition to 
excellent maps prepared by Professor 
van der Meer, it contains 620 illustra- 
tions as well as a concise commentary 
on both maps and illustrations. 

The range of topics covers all the 
major facets of early Christianity dur- 
ing the first six centuries of our era. 
The plates are grouped to illustrate cer- 
tain themes and aspects of church life, 
such as baptism, the Lord’s Supper, bur- 
ial customs of Christians and their hope 
in eternal life, early church archi- 
tecture and art (including traditional 
representations of Christ and the Apos- 
tles), and archaeological remains from 
all the early major centers of Chris- 
tianity. Even apart from the commen- 
tary, these pictures supply in easily 
digested form a vivid panorama of the 
typical life of the early Christian be- 
liever. 

If, however, one wishes to make a 
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serious study beyond merely enjoying 
the pictures, the explanatory comments 
provide a concentrated course in Early 
Church History. Besides presenting es- 
sential information as to the origin, 
content, date and other relevant details 
about the objects which are illustrated, 
the commentary sketches the historical 
geographical and social background of 
the themes set forth in the pictures. 

Thus, the major pagan religions 
against which the Church struggled, 
the persecutions of Diocletian and 
other Roman Emperors, the age of 
Constantine and the subsequent secu- 
larization of the Church, the develop- 
ment of the hierarchy and the use of 
sacred images, the rise of monasticism, 
the spread of Christianity to the outer 
provinces of the Empire—all these and 
many other subjects are dealt with in 
a clear and authoritative fashion by the 
authors, who are recognized scholars 
in the field. 

Finally, at appropriate places the 
authors introduce translations of early 
hymns, sermons, epitaphs, poems, let- 
ters and other first-hand source ma- 
terial from the writings of the Church 
Fathers. Thus, the reader is supplied 
with a taste of the authentic piety and 
thinking of early Christian writers 
themselves. Not since the beginning of 
this century, when von Harack pub- 
lished his brilliant and classic work 
entitled, The Mission and Expansion 
of Early Christianity, has the subject- 
matter been set forth in as fascinating 
a manner as in this superb volume. 
Whether for aesthetic enrichment or 
for concentrated study, this volume can 
be heartily recommended. 


The reviewer is professor of New Testa- 
ment Language and Literature at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. 


JESUS COMPARED. Charles S. Braden. 
Prentice-Hall. 230 pp. $5.35. 


Reviewed by Hubert Reynhout 


Braden is a proven scholar of world 
religions and has authored several pre- 
vious books on religions. This book is 
almost unique in the field of compara- 
tive religions, for it is “A Study of Jesus 
and Other Great Founders of Re- 
ligions,” comparing and _ contrasting 
Jesus with Buddha, Krishna, Mahavira, 
Nanak, Confucius, Lao-Tzu, Zoroaster, 
Moses, and Mohammed. It presents 
what few Christians realize, that devo- 
tees of the other great religions have 
their own great heroes, and that often 
the religious stories of their birth, life, 
teachings, and acts are very similar to 
what we know of Jesus. 

Dr. Braden tells us that he stands 
“squarely within the framework of the 
Christian faith,” of which he is an or- 
dained minister, and that he tries “to 
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be scrupulously fair with each of the 
figures” he compares with Jesus. 
Braden, however, seems to lean over 
backwards too far—for he makes little 
attempt to sort out fact from fiction and 
history from legend in the traditions of 
the lives of the founders of the non- 
Christian religions, and then intimates 
that we have in the gospel records a 
like mixture. 

In one place, comparing the teaching 
of Jesus and Mohammed, he writes: 
“Maybe Mohammed was right; pos- 
sibly, Jesus was wrong.” This passage 
can be understood as a gentle rebuke 
for so thinking, but with other passages 
it does indicate also that Dr. Braden is 
ready to accept Jesus as wrong and 
some of our gospel accounts as imagi- 
nation and myth, which I, as a Chris- 
tian who holds to the deity of Jesus 
Christ and the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, cannot do. 

All of us should want to become 
better acquainted with what the rest of 
the world believes. For students of com- 
parative religions, well grounded in 
Christian truth, this book will prove a 
worth-while window of understanding 


the fascination the other religions and 
their founders have for their devotees. 
Though Jesus can in some measure be 
compared with others, we hold that He 
is also an utter contrast, the supreme 
“Word of God,” “the Light of the 
World,” “the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords.” 


The reviewer is professor of missions at 
Providence-Barrington Bible College. 


PIOUS AND SECULAR AMERICA. 
Reinhold Niebuhr. Scribner's. 150 
pp. $3. 

Reviewed by Edward John Carnell 


This is a series of nine essays in 
which Niebuhr is truly at his best. He 
ranges over such questions as the po- 
larity tension between creativity and 
destructiveness in human freedom, the 
dialectic of liberty, freedom, and the 
social order, and the ideological pride 
in individual and collective utopian 
pretenses. No person can take his ease 
in Zion after reading Niebuhr’s prophetic 
indictment. 

Although the reviewer became ac- 
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REFORMED BAPTISM 


Its Mode and Its Subjects 


WHAT ABOUT BAPTISM? Robert G. 
Rayburn. Covenant College Press. 
89 pp. $1.50. 


WHAT IS CHRISTIAN BAPTISM? 
Eugene Osterhaven. Society for 


Reformed Publications. 59 pp. 
$.50. 

SACRAMENTAL TEACHING AND 
PRACTICE IN THE REFORMA- 


TION CHURCHES. G. W. Bromiley. 
Eerdmanns. 111 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by C. Edwin Houk 


Three short treatises have come to 
my attention: (1) What About Bap- 
tism? by Robert G. Rayburn; (2) What 
is Christian Baptism? by Eugene Oster- 
haven; and (3) Sacramental Teaching 
and Practice in the Reformation 
Churches by G. W. Bromiley. I re- 
commend them in the order given. 

Rayburn gives a concise, Scripture- 
backed statement of both the mode of 
baptism and baptism’s proper subjects. 

Writing for open-minded, Bible-be- 
lieving individuals, Rayburn does not 
waste words. From the opening para- 
graph he opposes the necessity of im- 
mersion. He points out explicitly, 
though occasionally a bit tactlessly, 
that immersion is not at all scriptural. 

This book is not written for closed 
minds. It, of course, could be used of 
God to unlock such—especially any 


that sincerely desire to have God’s 
Word as their authority rather than 
any phase or trend of training or tra- 
dition. 

Assuming that the New Testament 
church is a continuation of the Old 
Testament Israel, the author makes 
this statement: “While it is perfectly 
true that there is an invisible Church, 
composed of all those who are born- 
again Christians because they have 
trusted in Christ, there are no provis- 
ions in the Scripture for the govern- 
ment or administration of that body. 
The Lord deals with the body of pro- 
fessed believers in the organization 
known as the Church.” 

In speaking of infant baptism the as- 
sumption is that there is no explicit or 
“direct command to baptize infant chil- 
dren of believers.” But in the same par- 
agraph we see these words: “Nowhere 
does the New Testament contain a 
commandment changing the Sabbath 
from the seventh-day observance of the 


Jews to the Lord’s Day, which is the 


first day of the week.” 

Osterhaven makes a very under- 
standable presentation. When speaking 
of infant baptism, he says, “If one de- 
mands an explicit New Testament com- 
mand for every practice of the church 
let him show one which permits women 
to take communion.” 

One of the very destructive portions 
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quainted with several of these essays 
when they were first printed, he read 
them again with avidity and profit. The 
reviewer considers Niebuhr’s perspec- 
tive so acute that he could wish that 
these essays were assigned reading for 
the President of the land, for every 
member of his cabinet, and for all who 
have rule over us. The political im- 
maturity of America could stand a 
heavy dose of Niebuhrian realism. 
Niebuhr is severe in his attack on the 
hypocrisy of the Christian Church. His 
analysis of pride and pretense is effec- 
tive because it is true. Niebuhr unmasks 
the prosperity of religion with biting 
irony: “Perhaps we are so religious be- 
cause religion has two forms among us. 
One challenges the gospel of prosper- 
ity, success, and achievement of heaven 
on earth. The other claims to furnish 
religious instruments for the attain- 
ment of these objectives.” But it is re- 
ligion, not secularism, which gives us 
hope in the present hour of frustration. 
The Christian gospel can “persuade 
men to come to terms with the frag- 
mentariness of all human virtues, the 
insecurity of all human masteries and 
to submit all human ambitions and ends 








of Osterhaven’s treatise is his presenta- 
tion of answers to those who object to 
infant baptism. He speaks to those: (1) 
who “Do not want to make the de- 
cision for their children; (2) who con- 
sider infant baptism “foolish”; (3) who 
claim “that the New Testament teaches 
only believers’ baptism, and quote 
Mark 16:16.” 

Bromiley suggests that sacrament is 
not a biblical word. He relates circum- 
cision with baptism and the Passover 
with the Lord’s Supper, as do the other 
two authors. 

When dealing with baptism, “elec- 
tion” is emphasized as being basic to 
salvation and an important consider- 
ation in understanding baptism. 

“The true work of baptism is the 
work which is done for us, not in us.” 

Bromiley speaks of the Lord’s Sup- 
per as “The sacrament—not merely of 
praise and thanksgiving, but of trium- 
phant expectation.” “The Spirit is the 
One who in word and sacrament pre- 
sents Christ to us in this time between 
His coming and His coming again.” 

Since it is a meal rather than a sacri- 
fice, the Lord’s Supper is properly ad- 
ministered at a table rather than at an 
altar. 

His closing words, “We shall con- 
tinually give thanks to God that for all 
our ignorance and obstinacy He deals 
with us more graciously in word and 
sacrament than we either desire or de- 


serve. 


The reviewer is executive pastor of the 


Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


February 1959 


GIVE THE RSV BIBLE... 








.. written in the living language of today 


. printed in clear, easy-to-read type 


of ope Pleat 
118 Seat ow love end 





Actual-size type specimen from these RSV Bibles: 


Popular Family and Student Editions (shown above). 
Maroon buckram. Page size: 5/2” x 8%’ (3800) . $6.50 
In genuine leather. Gold edges. Ribbon marker. Boxed. 
Black or red (3807, 3807R)............0-6-- $10.00 


Red-Letier Editions. An RSV Bible with the words of 
Christ in red. In moments, any part of the Master's 
message can be found for inspiration or study. Maroon 
buckram. Page size: 5/2” x 8% (3900RU ..... $7.50 
In black genuine leather. Gold edges. Ribbon marker. 
Geet SIE a ov Sedeccvcrvcceensecssews $11.00 


NEW INDIA PAPER EDITIONS. A triumph of the 
bookbinder’s art. Less than |” thick. Page size: 542” x 
8%". Gold edges and stamping. Ribbon marker. Boxed. 


© Rich black or red genuine leather (3808X, 3808XR). 
$13.50 


© Luxurious black or red genuine morocco, leather- 
lined. Truly magnificent (3868X, 3868XR)...... . $20.00 
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proper amount of white space 
makes each line stand out. 

As well as being easier to read, 
the Revised Standard Version Bible 
is also easier to understand. It re- 
places the confusing words and 
expressions of older versions of the 
Bible with the clear, familiar Eng- 
lish we use today—yet preserves all 
the poetic beauty of the Scriptures. 

Because of the RSV Bible’s clar- 
ity and accuracy, the stories and 
teachings of our religious heritage 
actually come alive with vivid new 
meaning. 

This Easter, or on any gift 
occasion, make your loved ones a 
present of the RSV Bible. You'll 
be long remembered for such a 
timely and timeless gift. 
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to a more total frame of meaning in 
which the Divine judge corrects and 
amends the foibles and vanities of 
men.” 

This book should be widely read by 
clergymen, but it probably never will 
be. Clergymen shield ideological pride 
in many ways, but none is so fruitful 
as the insulation of the mind from the 
threat of new ideas. 


The reviewer is president of Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary and author of “Theology 
of Reinhold Niebuhr.” 


WORDS AND IMAGES. E. L. Mascall. 
Ronald. 132 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Lloyd F. Dean 


The sub-title of this small but sig- 
nificant work is: A Study in Theologi- 
cal Discourse. It might be described as 
a theologian’s answer to the analytical 
philosophers. Mascall begins by stress- 
ing that even before it is possible to 
inquire into the evidence for the ex- 
istence of God, it is necessary to de- 
termine “whether the utterances which 
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ANSWER NEEDED 


‘ Latin Americafligic 


RELIGION AND FAITH IN LATIN 
AMERICA. W. Stanley Rycroft. 
Westminster. 208 pp. $3.75. 


Reviewed by R. Kenneth Strachan 


Latin America is of such vital im- 
portance to the United States that any 
book dealing with any aspect of life in 
its vast area is of special interest today. 
And particularly so when it deals—as 
does this book—with that which stands 
most to affect the future destiny of its 
inhabitants—treligion and faith. 

After more than 35 years of intimate 
contact with the Caribbean, Mexico, 
Central and South America, Rycroft is 
well qualified to study the nature and 
influence of religion in the life of the 
Latin American people. 

Many elements have contributed to 
the religious situation. In contrast to 
the influences of the Renaissance and 
the Reformation, there is the forceful 
impact of the modern technological and 
social revolution that is transforming 
the’ continent today. Historically, the 
religious legacy of an Indian past and 
the spiritual heritage of the Spanish 
Roman Catholic conquest must also be 
taken into account, and of course, can 
only be interpreted properly if the 
character and psychology of the Latin 
people are understood. 

All these factors have gone to create 
a paradoxical religious situation today 
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we make when we believe ourselves to 
be either asserting or denying that God 
exists have any significance whatever.” 

The fundamental weakness of the 
attack on the possibility of such knowl- 
edge Mascall finds in the uncritical pre- 
supposition that sense experience and 
perception in the wider sense are to be 
identified on the level of the former. 
Much in the spirit of Brand Blanshard 
he argues that perception is an intel- 
lectual act in which intelligible being is 
grasped. On any other basis it is not 
only impossible to know God but to 
know and communicate about anything 
other than our private selves. 

Rather than being bound to the level 
of sense experience, man is called to 
pass through, beneath, and beyond 
sense data by commitment and contem- 
plation to the realities of Christianity. 
There is also a particular distinctive- 
ness about theological thought, for al- 
though it is concerned with concepts, 
these concepts are particularly tied up 
with the use of images (this area of the 
discussion suggests caution in accept- 
ance by the evangelical) through 
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in Latin America in which the over- 
whelming majority of the inhabitants 
are nominally Roman Catholics but, as 
their leaders themselves have been 
quick to deplore, a people in the ma- 
jority devoid of a vital faith with ethi- 
cal relevance to daily life. The result 
is a popular indifference and irreli- 
giosity and in the individual life of many 
Latin Americans a deep void. 

What is the answer to this deep- 
seated need? Dr. Rycroft points out 
correctly that religions as such are vain 
and inadequate—that only a living 
faith in Jesus Christ can meet that need. 
“God revealed Himself fully and su- 
premely in Jesus Christ and sought to 
redeem man, to blot out the remem- 
brance of his sin, and to remove his 
guilt for all time by a saving faith in 
the finished work of Christ on the 
Cross.” 

This faith must not only be pro- 
claimed effectively but must be ade- 
quately translated in terms of action 
that will bridge the existing gulf and 
meet the social as well as personal 
needs of Latin Americans today. 

This is a book that ought to be on 
the shelf of every missions’ library and 
read, we trust, by every student of 
Protestant missions in Latin America. 


The reviewer is general director of the 
Latin America Mission with headquarters 
at San Jose, Costa Rica. 
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Learn to read and understand your Bible. 


which God has revealed Himself. This 
is analogical thought (cf. Aquinas and 
Van Til). God is the Lord both of the 
natural and the spiritual world and this 
is the connection between the two. 

A worthwhile study in a key area of 
modern polemic. 


The reviewer is chairman of the philos- 
ophy department, Gordon College, Beverly 
Farms, Mass. 


PRE-MILLENNIALISM 
(Continued from page 22) 


We are to be “blameless and harm- 
less, the sons of God, without rebuke, 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15), The 
Christian is answerable immediately to 
human government and to the kingdom 
of God, which immediacy premillen- 
nialism underscores. 

V. Finally, the perspective of pre- 
millennialism gives powerful incentive 
to holiness of life and hopefulness of 
outlook. We are taught to be carefree 
and yet careful Christians, not careless 
nor full of care. I John 3:2-3 tells us 
plainly that “when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is. And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as 
he is pure.” 

The Scriptures abound with exhorta- 
tions of this kind. “The grace of God 
that bringeth salvation . . .“' teaches us 
that “denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hopé, ‘and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who ‘gave him- 
self for us, that he might redéem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works” (Titus 2:11-14). I. Thessalon- 
ians 5:1-11 tells us plainly that be- 
lievers are “the children of light,” and 
therefore are to be watchful, ready for 
the Lord’s return. 

To the faithful, obedient servant 
there is the commendation: “Blessed is 
that servant, whom his lord when he 
cometh shall find so doing” (Matt. 24: 
46). That same Scripture contains the 
strong warning: “But and if that evil 
servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; and shall begin to 
smite his fellow servants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; the lord of that 
servant shall come in a day when he 
looketh not for him, and in an hour that 
he is not aware of, and shall cut him 
asunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 
24:48-51). The consistent premillen- 
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nial Christian should be apprehensive 
about beating his fellow servants in 
view of the imminent return of the 
Master whom both are allegedly serv- 
ing. 
To the children of the Light the im- 
minent return of the Savior is indeed a 
lamp in the night! It gives him patience 
“In your pa- 


19). Likewise it teaches him persist- 
ence as well as purity of heart. He 
remembers Luke 21:36: “Watch ye 
therefore and pray always, that ye may 
be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 

The imminency of the Savior’s re- 
turn is then underscored for His people 
in His own words: “When these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). 

The perspective of premillennialism 
thus brings into sharp focus both crea- 
tion and the consummation of the ages, 
a meaning to history and a motivation 
to Christian service, an evaluation of 
that which is eternal and the merely eph- 
emeral, the citizenship we have on earth 
and that in the kingdom of God; and 
likewise such a perspective is indispens- 
able in giving incentive to holiness of 
life and hopefulness of outlook as the 
age draws to a Close. 

The premillennialist is not a pessi- 
mist; rather, he is both a realist and an 
optimist. His Lord is at hand! 





Consider sending your pastor a compli- 
mentary subscription to ETERNITY. 





TRUE or FALSE ? 





FACTS VS FABLES 

ABOUT THE JEWS 
The world, and even many professing Christians, have 
for centuries given heedless acceptance to three major 
false teachings about Jews. They are: 
@ The Jew is under God's curse. 


No more than any other. ‘‘God hath concluded them 
all (lew and Gentile) iin unbelief, that He might 
have mercy upon all."’ Rom. 11:32 





(2) The Jews have their own religion. 


They don't have Christ, and ‘there is none other 
name under heaven ty a men, whereby we 
must be saved."’ Acts 4 





2 You can’t preach Christ to the Jews. 


The gospel is ‘‘the power of God unto salvation’ 
to both Jew and Gentile. (Rom. 1:16) And Jews are 
responding to the gospel. 





Make us your missionaries to God's ancient people 
through your prayers and fellowship. Write for free 
copy of our magazine, THE EVERLASTING NATION, with 
absorbing articles and news regarding our ministry 
here and in other lands. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 


Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory 
Board. World-renowned minister and 
autbor. 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 


JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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POPE AND POLITICS 
(Continued from page 15) 


unity of non-Catholics against the men- 
ace of ecclesiastical domination was 
unprecedented. It was “almost frighten- 
ing to the America of the Jesuits. But 
to the America of our democratic aspi- 
rations it was a ray of hope. 

Another such ray was cast by the 
country’s most famous woman, Elea- 
nor Roosevelt. Directly after the elec- 
tions, she was interviewed on “Meet the 
Press.” When asked about a possible 
Catholic President, she said, “The first 
Catholic that is elected, I hope will be 
strong enough so that if the question 
should arise of the difference between 
church and state, he can really act apart 
from the religious basis.” 

No one can call Eleanor Roosevelt a 
“hatemonger.” While her husband was 
paralyzed in 1928, she was one of the 
main pillars of Al Smith’s campaign. 
But since then she has had some experi- 
ences from which she has not failed to 
learn. She went thru a harrowing pub- 
lic dispute with Cardinal Spellman in 
1949 about federal aid to parochial 
schools. And before the last election, 
her faction of the New York Demo- 
cratic Party almost “took a walk” as a 
result of DeSapio’s intransigence. She 
now clearly recognizes that there 
is a “Catholic basis” for determining 
church-state questions and that to avoid 
it a Catholic office holder needs his 
strength. 

The Pope’s recent pronouncement 
will certainly confirm Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
convictions and those of other citizens. 
It might even cause a nationwide reac- 
tion like that of the New York Protest- 
ant Council. But any attempt to block 
the “Demo-Christian” trend must be 
launched soon if it is to be effective. 
The political preliminaries, the primary 
elections, the conventions, that pre- 
cede the 1960 contest are most impor- 
tant. 

Concerned Christians will do well to 
consider these facts carefully. 

When the ecclesiastical hierarchy 
“calls upon” Catholics, Pope John ex- 
pects them, under his moral guidance, 
o “take an active part in politics.” And 
he expects them to be “unanimous.” If 
the opponents of clerical domination 
continue silent, the result will be the 
same in 1960 as in 1958. But if, in- 
stead, they follow the lead of Mrs. 
Roosevelt and the example of the New 
Yorkers in the birth control fight, the 
whole trend can be arrested and re- 
versed. If friends of religious freedom 
refuse to be intimidated, and if they 
adequately present their views—based 
not on bigotry against another man’s re- 
ligion, but on the preservation of 
American freedom—those views are al- 
most certain to prevail. 
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From the tortures of the dry guillotine 
of Devil’s Island to the feast of roasted 
human flesh in Dutch New Guinea, Dr. 
Hall, senior editor of Reader’s Digest, 
has recorded some of the greatest adven- 
tures in faith in this century. Here he 
presents the most thrilling and inspiring 
of all he has collected and reported on in 
a long career as America’s premier reli- 
gious journalist. 
Illustrated with on-the-scene 
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Research proves: 
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Sunday school in the home all 
week. 

e Children demand Cook papers 
for their interest-holding con- 
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their Christian teaching values, 
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Illustrated stories loved by 4 
and 5-year-olds. 
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Colorful content fascinates 6 to 
8-year-olds. 
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Bible stories in pictures hold the in- 
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TEN YEARS/TEAC 
THE WORD OF TRUTH & 
THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY BROADCAST 
Sunday, March 1, 1959 


The Bible Study Hour was born in the heart of its teacher more than thirty years ago, when 
as a young Philadelphia minister, he saw a need in Christian churches for more teaching of the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God. He prayed then that his life’s ministry might enrich the lives 
of Christ’s people everywhere with a clear, understandable teaching of His Word 


One of the nation’s first radio Bible teachers in 1927, Dr. Barnhouge began the present Bible 
Study Hour broadcast on March 6, 1949. In the providence of God, and through gifts of listen- 


ers, which support this program entirely, we have grown slowly and steadily, from seven radio 


stations in 1949, to 120 in 1959. 


Meet the staff . . . they are the stewards of your gifts to The Bible Study Hour. 
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Paul A. Hopkins Alfred C. Reinert Donald F. Wetzell 
Business Manager Engineer 


Donald Grey Barnhouse Margaret N. Barnhouse 
Teacher Helper and Critic Executive Secretary 


Ralph L. Keiper Robert Elmore Paul Smith | A Part of- the Bible Study 
Corresp ec and R h i The Organist The Announcer Hour Staff 
Hear Donald Grey Barnhouse on The Bible Study Hour 
Sundays on NBC Radio and Other Stations 


See your newspaper for time and station. 














